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Llangattock is a friendly, vibrant community on the Eastern edge of the Bannau Brycheiniog National 
Park and in the Southeast corner of the county of Powys. It consists of Llangattock village itself and 
the hamlets of Legar, Dardy, Ffawyddog and Hillside1. The River Usk sits below Llangattock and 
separates it from the former market town of Crickhowell on the Northern side of the valley. 
Panoramic vistas of the Black Mountains to the North and the Brecon Beacons to the South and 
West can be viewed from Llangattock. 2 
 
In 2024, Llangattock is a honeypot for adventure-seeking tourists but is also a community under 
pressure, from housing shortages, high house prices vs local incomes, tourist traffic and parking 
problems. The population of Llangattock is ageing rapidly, prompting concerns about social mobility. 
The number of people living alone or as couples without children is on the rise, raising fears of 
loneliness and social isolation. The community is also one of the most impoverished in Wales for 
access to services, with no shop, health centre or community services; residents must traverse the 
valley to Crickhowell to access those. Llangattock has limited public transport and incomplete safe 
and accessible active travel routes through the community and beyond. Environmental changes 
bring mountain fires in the summer and winter flooding from the River Usk and its tributaries. 
 
But the community of Llangattock has big ambitions. LCC has declared a climate emergency and is 
pressing for more buses, green transport options, footpaths, cycleways, and affordable housing for 
local young people. There are active volunteer groups creating community events, raising 
environmental awareness and promoting community spirit; volunteer flood wardens look after 
vulnerable residents when the weather threatens, and the Community Council is actively applying 
for grant funding to improve existing facilities and is planning for a brighter future.  
 

 
 

1 In this document, the term Llangattock refers to the whole community. The individual settlements are 
denoted by name and the main settlement is referred to as the village. 
2 See Appendix A for a map of the community of Llangattock 
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Public Consultation about the Place Plan: 
 
This document has been created by the people of Llangattock and Llangattock Community Council 
(LCC).  It belongs to them and is owned by them and will be updated by them as necessary. 
 
Over the course of a year, the population of Llangattock (population 946) and other stakeholders 
have been consulted extensively during the creation of this Place Plan, Design Statement and 
Community Plan. 
 
• In May 2023, 110 people attended a public meeting held in the community hall, where they were 
shown a slideshow about the Place Plan process and given the opportunity to ask questions. 
• May-August 2023, 153 residents filled out an online questionnaire.  
• Realising that young people had not been reached, with the help of Crickhowell High School the 
Community Council sent out a bespoke survey for pupils living in Llangattock postcodes. There were 
47 responses. 
• July-September 2023, Cllrs attended 13 walkabouts, small area meetings, tea parties and coffee 
mornings, many organised by local people and facilitated by community groups to talk to 200 people 
about the Place Plan. Most of these had not participated before. 
• During this time, LCC posted numerous times on its website, social media, mailing list and 
noticeboards. The Crickhowell Noticeboard Facebook page, Llangattock Village page and Nextdoor 
Llangattock have an audience of over 12,000 between them. 
• Working groups of residents were set up to study existing and future policies which would affect 
Llangattock. 
• In January 2024, 224 survey forms were posted through the letterboxes of residents living in 
parking ‘hot-spots’ identified in the Place Plan Consultation to ask them whether they wanted a 
residents-only parking scheme to be implemented. 
• The place plan team has worked in consultation with the Crickhowell Place Plan (Chris Jones 
Partnership) and Bannau Brycheiniog National Park officers throughout. 
 
We believe we have actively engaged with between one third and a half of the population of 
Llangattock and many more have seen posts and newsletters about the Place Plan. 
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The graph below illustrates the issues raised by residents when asked “What doesn’t work well 
about Llangattock? 
 

 
 
The purpose of the Llangattock Place Plan3, Design Statement and Community Plan 

This Place Plan is intended to feed into planning policy for this part of the National Park. It operates 
within the framework set out in the Bannau Brycheiniog Management Plan, published in 2023.  

The management plan says “We are too carbon dependent; our biodiversity is in decline; water 
quality in some of our most beautiful rivers is hugely compromised; visitor levels have been busier 
than ever known, leading to traffic chaos in our communities; there is an unprecedented housing 
affordability crisis fuelled by a desirable second home market, not to mention a health and social 
care crisis. Most of our young people will leave the towns and villages of this park and some will 
never come back despite their desire to - their human and social capital disappearing with them. The 
demographic is shifting older and older as the years go by.”  

Climate Change and Housing in the National Park were assessed as the most significant overshoot 
and shortfall, as they are in Llangattock. The management plan has three key objectives, 
CONSERVATION, OPPORTUNITIES for Enjoyment, and FOSTER Economic and Social well-being. Its 
ambition is that by 2028 the people of the National Park will be able to meet their needs (whether 
health, economic, recreational, or residential) whilst respecting and regenerating our environment. 
It says, “In 2045 we will be ecologically resilient, and we will be zero carbon.” BBNPA objectives by 
2035 are: 

• 51% cut in CO2 emissions from energy use 
• 22% cut in emissions arising from food consumption 
• 39% cut in CO2 emissions from travel within the National Park 
• 31% cut in non-CO2 emissions from land use. 

 
3 When the phrase Llangattock Place Plan is used, it is referring to the communities of: Llangattock, 
Hillside, Ffawyddog, Dardy and Legar. 
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The management plan envisages ’20-minute communities’, with the development of community-
based hubs to provide services and facilities; community growing space for health and wellbeing; 
community-led housing accessible to local people for community sustainability; opportunities for 
home working including community-led workshops and office space; and schemes to encourage the 
retrofitting of existing housing stock for energy efficiency and domestic renewable energy 
schemes. 

The management plan seeks to use local-level planning, such as this Place Plan as a process of 
empowerment, giving the people of the park the power to determine the future of their 
communities through involvement and shared aims.  

The Llangattock Place Plan and Design Statement – Blue  
 
The Place Plan and Design Statement seeks to encapsulate Llangattock as it is in 2024 and give voice 
to how residents would like their community to develop until 2039. The process has been led by 
Llangattock Community Council (LCC) and the intention is that it should form Statutory Planning 
Guidance (SPG), guiding both LCC and the planners at BBNPA about future development of the area.  
The Place Plan sets out potential areas for development and broad intentions for land use, but to be 
actioned, these will require planning applications and further detailed consultation. 
 
Llangattock Community Plan – Green 
 
The Llangattock Community Plan encapsulates all those areas where the community has expressed a 
desire for change, but which do not involve land use, planning permission, or development control.  
Where these issues involve the delivery of services, they would normally be under the remit of 
Welsh Government, the Powys Teaching Health Board, Dyfed Powys Police, Powys County Council 
(PCC) or Llangattock Community Council (LCC). Where residents’ concerns are not in its control, the 
Community Council has recorded them and in November 2023 it wrote to numerous agencies to 
inform them of the community’s concerns.  LCC will continue to lobby for change, however, to be 
realised, these ideas would require concerted community action.  If that is not forthcoming, some 
will not happen. 
 
Llangattock Past and Present  
 
Llangattock lies to the south of the River Usk, opposite the town of Crickhowell. The settlements are 
linked by the historic Crickhowell Bridge. The village is surrounded by a high-quality landscape and 
is dominated to the south by the Mynydd Llangatwg. As with Crickhowell, the village is identified in 
the Brecon Beacons National Park Landscape Character Assessment4 as the ‘Eastern Usk Valley’.   

 
According to this consultation, residents 
love its small and peaceful feel, 
appropriate scale of development, its 
views and outstanding landscape, 
community spirit, village school, sociable 
groups, allotments, pubs and 
restaurants, and well-managed open 
spaces particularly the Recreation 

Ground in the centre of the village 

 
4 https://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Landscape-Character-Assessment-August-20120.pdf 
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History 

Llangattock is steeped in history, with relics dating back to the Bronze Age (or possibly before) and 
on through the Industrial Revolution. In the Recreation Ground, you will find a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument; the Garn Goch burial chamber dating possibly back to Neolithic times (4,000-2,500 
BC).  Bronze age settlements can be found on the surrounding mountains. To the North, Crug Hywel 
or Table Mountain was a fort and gives Crickhowell its name.  

The origins of the later parts of the 
village are likely to have been associated 
with the ecclesiastical settlement of St 
Catwgs Church, with parts dating back to 
the 6th Century. It was one of the first and 
largest in Wales, though it has since 
shrunk. The parish of Llangattock is older 
than Crickhowell, being the Llan, or 
parish of St Catwg, a Celtic saint.  In 1060, 
the parish extended to Cwmdu Llanbedr 
and Patricio (Partrishow).  

 

 
Figure 1 Tithe Map - Llangattock village 1847, Source: National Library of Wales 

The village grew substantially in the Victorian era when the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal was 
constructed to the South of the main village. It played an important role in the Industrial Revolution. 
Industries developed in the village and cottages were built for quarrymen and estate workers. The 
canal was a means of transport in the 19th and early 20th century, with horse-drawn barges moving 
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coal from nearby mines to Newport. Limestone from the Hillside above was burnt in the kilns near 
the canal before being transported to outlying areas.  
Interpretation boards at the Lime Kilns show how this 
worked.  There were woollen mill and dye works on the 
Nant Onneu in Llangattock village. These have now 
gone and much of the industrial heritage of the area is 
forgotten. The canal is now an attractive recreational 
resource for local people and visitors alike, as well as 
offering employment opportunities at the Beacon Park 
Boats boatyard and Herons Rest Marina.  The lime kilns 
at the Wharf have been restored and a picnic area 
installed on top.  

 
Sir Joseph Bailey donated land for the new Bethesda 
Congregational Chapel. He had inherited a fortune 
from Cyfarthfa Ironworks, Merthyr Tydfil, and 
bought Glanusk Park, among other properties. 
 
The village grew even faster around the 1950s and 
60s when the estates at Plas Derwen, Clos Ciliau and 
Tan Dderwen and the more modern estates of 

bungalows of Park Drive, Beaufort Avenue and 
Beechwood Road extended it over the lower slopes and 
on the flatter land in the valley.  This was previously part 
of the Llangattock Park House Estate (a former hunting 
lodge for the Duke of Beaufort) and circuit drives cross 
the community. Parkland trees survive, including a giant 
sequoia tree which at 38.8m is one of the tallest in 
Wales. Some of the tracks from the estate are still visible 
to the East of Park drive, along with evidence of previous 
development for WWII army encampments.  
 

 
Figure 5 Parkland between Park Farm and the industrial estate shows evidence of previous encampments. Picture 

courteously Phil Harrison/Crickhowell Archives 

Figure 2 Interpretation board at the Lime Kilns 

Figure 3 Bethesda Chapel 

Figure 4 1960s development. 
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Other historic buildings of significance include the former workhouse at Dardy (now the Ty Croeso 
B+B) and Plas Llangattock, which was home to the Marconi family who worked on some of the 
earliest telegraph experiments there).   
 

 
Governance 
 
Llangattock Community Council (LCC) has ten Councillors and a part-time Clerk. It sits in the Powys 
County Council Ward of Llangattock and Llangynidr (a neighbouring village just along the canal). 
Bannau Brycheiniog is the planning authority for the area. In 2024, the County Councillor is Jackie 
Charlton. Llangattock Community Council owns and is responsible for the Recreation Ground and 
play area, the allotment field, the cemetery, the Glebe Field adjacent to Llangattock Bridge over the 
River Usk and the car park opposite St Catwg’s Church. 
 
Llangattock Community Council has a 5-year Vision5 which can be found on its website, and which 
commits it to working with residents to create an attractive, equal, inviting and secure community.  

 
 

 
5 https://www.llangattock-cc.gov.wales/5-year-vision/ 

SHAPING OUR COMMUNITY TOGETHER

Our Priorities 

 r Community r our Future r SuStainability r Heritage & HiStory r SaFety r our aSSetS
 r liStening r equality & DiverSity r togetHerneSS r our environment r Celebrate

Culture & Community

n Developing Pride in our 
community from within

n Creating a community which 
is kind, caring, tolerant & 
supportive

n Supporting Diversity, Equality  
& Innovation within the 
Community

n Working as one  
– Togetherness

Environment & the  
Local Economy

n Celebrating and protecting 
our cultural heritage & history

n Looking after our environment 
now and for the future

n Promoting sustainability and
encouraging life style change that has  
a positive impact on our community

n Investing in our local economy
by supporting local business and 
produce

Communication

n Openness and inclusiveness in 
all communications

n Two Way communication  
between the Council and  
Community

n Providing clear, relevant and
timely information

n Using multiple channels to  
ensure that our messages and 
those of the community are heard 

Wellbeing

n Supporting all age groups in  
our community to be active

n Consider future generations 
in all our decision making

n Strengthening our Community 
through equality & diversity

n Providing a safe place for our 
community to work, rest 
and play!

n Promoting Volunteering

Our Vision
To continue to build an attractive, inviting and secure community, working in partnership  

with residents and others to foster community pride, develop and support our local economy,  
plan for the future and preserve and enhance the natural beauty of our environment.

Place Plan: While there is a great diversity of style and form of building throughout Llangattock, 
new edge-of-settlement developments in the main village should respect the character of the 
historic core, incorporating them into a more cohesive whole.  
Place Plan: Sensitive, small, and incremental developments in the outlying hamlets must also be 
carefully managed to maintain the special characteristics of those places. And the vistas from 
both inside and outside the communities must be preserved. 
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Communications: 
 
LCC has a website and Facebook page and maintains six noticeboards and an email newsletter for 
those who are not on social media. In 2024, the Crickhowell Noticeboard, Llangattock village and 
Nextdoor Llangattock social media groups have more than 12,000 members between them. Other 
local media include the Brecon and Radnor Express, the Abergavenny Chronicle and the Crickhowell 
and South Powys Focus Magazine. 
 

 
Community Groups6  
 
There are multiple community groups in Llangattock: 
 
• Llangattock Village Society carries out voluntary activities like litter picking and path clearing and 
organises community events like the summer fete and Christmas lights.   
• Llangattock Litter Pickers clears discarded items from more than 274 miles of roadside verges, 
country lanes, canal tow paths and community areas in the Eastern end of the Bannau Brycheiniog 
National Park and across four counties namely Powys, Blaenau Gwent, Torfaen and Monmouthshire.  
• Llangattock Green Valleys is a group of residents drawn together by their shared need for positive, 
sustainable action in the face of the climate emergency. They operate five micro hydro schemes to 
generate and distribute sustainable electricity. They also lease Ty'r Ash, which is managed by 
Llangattock Community Woodlands Group, which also has a youth section called Woodlanders. 
• The Repair Café meets at the Community Hall on the third Saturday of every month, with 
volunteers helping residents ‘make do and mend’ for the sake on the environment. 
• Kinde is a community group that welcomes everyone from babies to grandparents! They meet 
each Friday morning 9-11 in the community hall, Llangattock, for a cuppa, chat and play. 
• Llangattock Crafters meet at 2pm each Monday at the Old Rectory Hotel. 
• Friends of St Catwg’s Church: A thriving group who appreciate the history of the Church, without 
being worshipers. There are regular talks, followed by tea and cakes. 
 
Religion  
 
• St Catwg’s Church (Church in Wales) stands at the centre of the village at the end of Swan Terrace. 
The congregation is striving to obtain an EcoChurch Award (Silver) and part of this involves an 
ecological approach to the maintenance of the churchyard, which contains two ancient yew trees 
and over 120 species of plant.  The Church holds events throughout the year, many musical and 
come with the school. 
• Bethesda Congregational Chapel stands at the junction of Hillside Road and the road leading over 
the mountain to the valleys towns of Beaufort and Ebbw Vale. This building was erected in 1835 to 
replace an earlier chapel of 1768.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 Source LCC Website 

Community Plan: Working with residents, LCC should develop and publicise a centralised 
‘What’s On’ page on its website.  
Consideration should also be given to a business directory which could include paid display 
advertising as a service to promote local businesses. 
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Population  
 

The Bannau Brycheiniog Management plan recognises 
the young are leaving and not returning; the 
demographic is getting older.  
 
Llangattock recorded a population of 946 residents in 
the 2021 census, down slightly from 10 years before 
(969).  But the age structure changed between 2011 
(to the left on the graph) and 2021 (right) with the 
median age increasing from 50 to 56.  
 
In Llangattock, 35% of the population are 65 years old 

or over, higher than the Powys average of 28%, Wales 21% and 19% across the UK.  The proportion 
of 0–15-year-olds is at 17.8%, slightly higher than the Powys average (16%) but lower than in Wales 
(18%) and the UK (19%).   
 
Households 
 
There were 433 households in the 2021 census, essentially 
unchanged from 10 years before. Two-person households 
(classified as no children) make up the largest proportion 
(41%), followed by one-person households (32%).  The 
number of one-person households was up from 124 in 
2011 to 139 in 2021. 

At 41% and 32% the proportion of small households in 
Llangattock is bigger than in Powys generally (Wales and 
the UK. In 2021, 36% of households in Powys were 2 
person households (no children) and 34% are single-
person (1 person) households compared to 28% UK-wide. 
According to the Welsh Government future trends report 
(Welsh Gov, 2021), the number of people living in single-
person households is likely to increase prompting a need for more homes. 
 
Housing 
 

The majority of 
properties in 
Llangattock have 3 
or 4 bedrooms and 
most are detached. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Most houses in Llangattock are owned outright or with a mortgage, with the number owned outright 
increasing between 2011 and 2021. And large numbers of older couples and singletons are living in 
large houses because there are very few 1 and 2-bed houses in Llangattock for them to downsize 
into or for young people to have their first home. 

Figure 6 Source: ONS 
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Incomes 
 
According to the Powys Well-Being Assessment and ONS data, Llangattock has the highest average 
household income in the county. In 2021, it was £44,753 (for Llangattock and Glangrwyney). The 
average in Powys was £33,458, Wales £34,700 and £40,257 for the UK. Average incomes do not 
reflect the challenges faced by people living on fixed incomes in times of rising prices.  Even with 
some of the highest average incomes in Wales, high house prices in Llangattock make property 
unaffordable to local young people. The multiplier of average earnings vs average house prices was 
11.4% (9% in the UK). 
 
Rented Housing 
 
The number of social rented properties remained the same between 2011 (black) and 2021 (red), at 
36, while the number of private rented properties declined slightly.  In 2023, private rented 
properties within a mile of Llangattock were in short supply and nearly four times more expensive 
than PCC social housing.7 
 
Housing waiting lists 

 
In August 2023, there were 38 applicants with local links waiting for housing in the Llangattock area, 
of whom 19 required a one-bed property (there were only 17 one-beds in Llangattock in total). 
 

 
 
 
 
Second homes and holiday lets 
 

 
 
 
7 Source: PCC Housing 

Place Plan: For the purposes of planning policy there is a clear and established housing need in 
Llangattock. 
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A survey of letting sites conducted by residents for this consultation showed there were 15 whole-
property holiday lets in Llangattock. Many of the smaller 1 and 2 bed homes are character properties 
in the village centre and have been turned into second homes or holiday lets, so are not available to 
the first-time buyer market or for long-term rent.  
 
Second homes in Powys are charged an additional 75% Council Tax Premium. We can see from 
Powys County Council’s data that the number of second homes in Llangattock has increased since 
2017.  In 2023 there were 18 properties declared as second homes in Llangattock, up from 11 in 
2017).  
 
Taken together with holiday lets, local knowledge suggests almost half of the houses in the old part 
of the village are not fully occupied as main residences.  
 
Second home and holiday let business owners argue that they bring income into the community, but 
holiday lets can also attract groups holidaying together, so more cars and pressure on local roads. 
 
The Welsh Government has changed planning policy8 to allow local planners to protect communities 
like Llangattock by restricting the conversion of primary residences into second homes or holiday 
lets in future. However, BBNPA does not yet have a policy framework to enact it. 
 

 
Education 
 
Llangattock Church in Wales Primary School (LCIWS) provides education within the village for 
younger children. The majority of 11+ pupils walk to the Crickhowell High School (CHS) over the 
river.  Both schools perform well in educational rankings and are popular state educational choices. 
 
The high property prices and a shortage of smaller properties in Llangattock and Crickhowell and 
ageing population mean fewer young children are being born and living the area, inviting both 
schools’ managements to allow applications from wider areas, including the Heads of the Valleys. 
This helps maintain school roles but also increases pressure on roads (see transport below).   
 
Welsh Language 
 
The Welsh language has unfortunately declined in Llangattock since the nineteenth century, in 
common with many areas of Wales. As a result there are few Welsh speakers here now, although 
efforts are being made to increase these numbers. 

Llangattock Community Council believes that people living in Wales have a fundamental right to the 
provision of information in the Welsh language and will do its best to deliver this. There is one Welsh 
speaking councillor and two others who are learning the language. They can call upon the assistance 
of a local resident if greater fluency is required and professional translators when funds allow. LCC’s 
website has Welsh Language pages, and these are being added to over time. 
 
Environment  

 
8 Changes to planning policy on second homes https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-changes-planning-
legislation-and-policy-second-homes-and-short-term-lets 

Place Plan: The Community of Llangattock calls upon the Bannau Brycheiniog to develop 
mechanisms to impose an Article 4 Direction or whatever other legislation which may emerge 
to effectively restricting the future use of main residences as holiday lets or second homes.   
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In April 2021 Llangattock Community Council declared a Climate & Ecological Emergency, which 
commits it to consider the long-term impact of their decisions, to work better with 
people, communities, and each other, and to work to prevent persistent problems such as 
poverty, health inequalities and climate change. The Council’s website has pages of information 
about climate change.9 
 

Flooding from the River Usk, its tributaries 
and mountain runoff is a significant issue for 
some Llangattock residents. After Storm 
Dennis in 2020, which saw substantial 
flooding in New Road and Bridge Street, 
Crickhowell and properties on the Legar, a 
volunteer flood group was set up in 
Llangattock. This mapped all the vulnerable 
properties in the community and established 
emergency contact procedures with residents 
at risk from the river and tributaries including 
the Nant Onneu and Nant Onneu Fach.  

Volunteer Flood Wardens monitor river levels and have detailed knowledge of which properties 
could be affected. Councillors meet quarterly with the statutory bodies as part of the Powys County 
Council Flood Group and lobby to improvements to land drainage throughout the community.   
 
In 2023 the Wye and Usk Foundation (WUF) and the Llangattock Community Flood Group started to 
look at installing various Natural Flow Management measures, such as leaky woody dams, leaky 
boundary walls, ponds, cross-slope hedgerows, and woodland planting, etc, as part of the SiOL 
((Solving Intractable Land-use issues) project.  Such initiatives should be encouraged. 
 

 

 
9 https://www.llangattock-cc.gov.wales/environment/ 
 

Figure 7 Flooding at Legar 

Place Plan: In 2023, Natural Resources Wales created a new development flood map for 
Llangattock (shown below) which shows the extent of the flooding possible. This must be taken 
into account by developers and there should be a presumption against development in the 
flood zones. 

Place Plan: Llangattock Community Council should continue to work with Powys County Council 
Land Drainage to develop flood mitigation measures for tributaries of the River Usk in 
Llangattock.   
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10 
 

Biodiversity in Llangattock 
 
Biodiversity is in decline across the National Park and Llangattock is not immune to its effects.  In 
2021, LCC declared a Climate and Ecological Emergency and developed a new Environmental Policy 
which commits the Council to embedding biodiversity into decision making & procurement:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10 Flood Map for Development: https://flood-map-for-planning.naturalresources.wales/  See Appendix 2 for a 
larger map 

Community Plan: This Place Plan and its stakeholders commit with the aid of local residents 
and biodiversity champions from existing organisations to:    
 

• raise awareness of biodiversity & its importance,  
- increase biodiversity in shared spaces such as the Memorial Garden and planters, 
churchyards, Cemetery and Allotments. 
- Connectivity of habitats and animal corridors. 
- Following the Bee-friendly scheme. 
- Managing green spaces for Pollinators – wildflower areas 
- Culturing a Community Orchard. 
- Adopt mowing practices to promote Biodiversity 
- Best practice in Management of verges and road edges. 
- Ffawyddog Common and protection of Orchids. 
- Raise awareness about the bluebell wood on Hillside behind Herons Rest. 

• Community Plan: LCC further commits to join others in safeguarding principal species 
and habitats -  
- Increase the resilience of our natural environment by restoring degraded habitats and 
habitat creation. 

- Pond creation & boggy areas where possible and funding allows 
- Plots for pollinators 
- Hedgehog boxes and bug hotels 
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Woodlands 
 
The Woodlands surrounding Llangattock are of particular importance and need to be protected. The 
Ffawyddog is the most westernmost limit of Beech trees in Wales and an uncommon variety of 
whitebeam is found on the limestone escarpment in the Llangattock area.  
 

 
 

Waun Ddu Raised Bog 
  
Waun Ddu on the Llangattock Escarpment is one 
of a very few intact raised bogs in the UK with a 
stream running round its entire perimeter.   
 
It is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and National 
Nature Reserve (NNR) 
 
It is a carbon sink which took more than 8,000 
years to evolve but is vulnerable to farming 
practices. LCC supports the restoration project. 

 
The River Usk 
 

• tackle negative factors:   
- e.g. reduce pollution, use nature-based solutions, address invasive species, working 
alongside the BBNPA staff. 
- Mitigate the impacts of flooding – Support Slow the Flow projects and tree-planting 

schemes 
- work with PCC to reduce pollution, weedkillers and pesticides 
- Engage with residents on reduction of household pollutants, detergents and other 

cleaning items that end up in the water course. 
- Reduce Wildfires. In hotter summers – liaison with Fire Officers locally. Educating 
residents about dangers using Council website. 

- Support efforts to eradicate Himalayan Balsam, an invasive plant which out-competes 
native species. 

• use, improve, and share evidence. 
- Display posters and signage on Biodiversity on Noticeboards and  
Park Shelters. 
- Newsletter publication used to share information. 

• support capacity and/or other organisations. 
- Nature positive participation projects 
- Wales Biodiversity Partnership 
- Local Places for Nature – Keep Wales Tidy 
 

Place Plan: Opportunities to protect existing trees and create new mixed broadleaf stands 
should be supported. 
Place Plan: Commercial forestry ventures of single non-native species should be resisted. 
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Like many rivers in Wales, the River Usk is polluted by a combination of nutrients from farming, 
sewage and runoff from roads and fields.  This Place Plan supports the work of local volunteers who 
regularly test the water quality and calls upon Natural Resources Wales, Welsh Water and BBNPA to 
take action to improve water quality. 
 
Modern Industry and Employment  

 
The BBNPA Management 
Plan calls for shifts in our 
economy from extractive to 
circular and regenerative 
with emphasis on digital, 
new rural skills and green 
growth. 
Opportunities for work in 
Llangattock are limited. In 
the last ONS survey, only 
388 people put of 946 were 
economically active, though 
this was conducted during 
the 2021 Covid lockdown.  
 
According to the same 

figures, more young people left Powys for the rest of the UK than moved into the county than 
anywhere else in Wales (see graph above, where net outward migration is red). In our own survey of 
young people, for this Place Plan, 80% felt they needed to move away to find work.  
 
As a proportion, more people are working from home, in line 
with national trends.  
 
The Timbercraft and David Taylor Industrial Estates off the 
A4077 road to Gilwern are home to Llangattock’s industrial units 
and larger businesses. Other local occupations include livestock 
farming, tourism-based accommodation including self-catering 
Airbnb, bunk houses and hostels and the Beacon Park Boats 
canal and day boat hire. There is the Vine Tree Restaurant, The 
Horseshoe Inn and Jam Welsh eatery and The Rectory Hotel. 
 
Opportunities to create local employment will be welcomed, 
especially when this involves reusing old buildings in the 
community. 
 

 

Figure 8 The industrial 
estate. 

Place Plan: Homeworking has increased since the covid pandemic and should be encouraged 
because it reduces carbon emissions from transport 
Place Plan: There should be a presumption in favour of sympathetic change of use of existing 
buildings for low-impact business ventures, providing they do not impact negatively on the 
character and aesthetic of the surrounding locality and have adequate provision for parking. 
Place Plan: Development of more small units should be encouraged at existing industrial 
estates. 
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Broadband and Fibre Internet 
 
As of 2024, FTTC (Fibre-To-The-Cabinet) high-speed broadband is available in the village centre but 
only properties in The Oaks had had fibre connected to the premises (FTTP).  4G Wireless is available 
but at slower speeds than FTTP.  Point-to-Point wireless broadband is also available beamed across 
the valley from Crickhowell, at considerably higher costs than FTTP. High speed internet access is a 
limiting factor on home working, growth of small businesses and employment opportunities in 
Llangattock, particularly in rural areas.  

 
Crime and anti-social behaviour 
 
Llangattock is a low crime area.11 During the consultation, allegations of antisocial behaviour (mainly 
about parking, dumping of rubbish and wild camping) were received which were passed on to the 
police and PCC. A request for automatic number plate recognition cameras on the Ffawyddog and 
Hillside, was passed on to the Police and Crime Commissioner.  

Access to Services 
 
Llangattock has very poor access to services - it’s in the worst 10% in Wales – and is denoted by the 
orange bar in the graph below.12 Many services such as a library, fuel station, dentists, GP Surgery 
and shops are in Crickhowell, 1-2 miles away but are not easily accessible to people with disabilities 
because of poor public transport, inadequate footpaths and cycleways and the steep slopes. 

 
Figure 9 A graph taken from the Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 

The consultation received a number of requests for the reinstatement of recycling facilities in 
Llangattock, which were passed on to PCC. 
 

 
11 https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/dyfed-powys-police/llangattock/?yourlocalpolicingteam=about-us 
12 Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation, 2019. 

Community Plan: Llangattock Community Council should lobby Welsh Government and local 
elected representatives to ensure higher priority in rolling out Fibre to the Premises (FTTP) to 
the more rural locations in Llangattock. 

Place Plan: There should be a presumption in favour of new 4G/5G mobile data masts away 
from population centres, though everything possible must be done to mitigate visual impact on 
the landscape. 

Community Plan: LCC should continue to lobby for ANPR cameras on the Ffawyddog and 
Hillside Roads. 



 

 18 

 
 
 
 
Retail + Other Services 
 
The Bannau Brycheiniog Management Plan says, “By 2028 communities will be able to meet their 
needs (whether health, economic, recreational or residential) whilst respecting and regenerating our 
environment.” 

There are no shops in Llangattock, the village 
shop and post office having closed two 
decades previously. Llangattock residents 
travel to Crickhowell, use supermarkets in 
Abergavenny, Ebbw Vale and Brynmawr 8-10 
miles away or increasingly use supermarket 
deliveries. The resulting vehicle movements 
contribute to carbon emissions and global 
warming. The survey showed there is a 
strong desire for a community shop for 
basics in Llangattock but doubts about its 
viability. There were also suggestions that it 

should be combined with a community hub which is open during the daytime.  The provision of new 
retail facilities and community facilities is allowed under special policy BBNPA LDP S LP2 where the 
development is needed for community sustainability and the project will be sustainable itself. 

 
Community Facilities  

Llangattock has a Community Hall which was built in 1980 by a dedicated group of local volunteers 
and is run by a charitable trust with a management committee of local people. It is on the same site 
as the primary school. The hall is used by the school and access to the public is restricted during 
school hours for safeguarding reasons.  

The consultation showed a strong desire for a smaller community hub or meeting place to be used 
when the community hall is unavailable, possibly combined with a shop. Young people want a place 
to ‘hang out’ and more events to be organised.  Several respondents to the survey called for the 
creation of greater support networks for vulnerable people. A hub could be a base for this and for 
outreach workers from voluntary and statutory bodies wanting to provide services to hard-to-reach 
population groups, a theme supported by the BBNPA Management Plan. Many people who attend 
Crickhowell Health Centre, for instance, do so for routine checks on blood pressure, to have blood 

Community Plan: LCC should join interested residents in a working group to conduct market 
research and test the feasibility of opening a shop in Llangattock. 

Place Plan: There should be a presumption in favour of change of use of suitable properties in 
the village to sympathetic, low-impact A1 retail use and A3 use (cafes etc) subject to 
consultation and adequate provision of parking. 

Community Plan: Working with residents, LCC should approach owners of existing buildings 
which may be suitable to assess whether they have space for shop/community hub. 
Community Plan: LCC to allocate more funds to support local groups to organise events. 
Community Plan: LCC should approach Crickhowell Group Practice to explore the possibility of 
outreach nurse-led clinics in Llangattock. 
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taken, or for other issues which could potentially be dealt with by a practice nurse working from 
community hub.  It could be a storage facility for equipment for the flood group or a volunteer falls 
group. 
 
 
 
Recreation  

The Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal runs 
through Llangattock, revealing the stunning 
scenery and industrial heritage of the area. 
The Crickhowell Resource and Information 
Centre (CRiC) says the canal is one of the most 
popular destinations for visitors.  Its towpath 
offers level walking and cycling and is 
reasonably accessible. Visitors use local 
Airbnbs, the Rectory Hotel and bed and 
breakfast establishments when they stay. 
BBNPA figures show, however, that 88% of 

visitors to the National Park are day trippers travelling here by car and this experience is borne out 
by Llangattock residents who struggle to find parking spaces near to their homes. Litter and dog 
mess on the canal and inappropriate parking are identified on the canal.  
 
The Recreation Ground in the village is owned and maintained by Llangattock Community Council.  It 
has play equipment for primary age and older 
children, much of which dates to the 1970s and 
some is at the end of its life. LCC is developing plans 
for fundraising and replacement by 2028. The 
Community Council has been active in obtaining 
grant funding for improvements, providing accessible 
play equipment for teenagers, and sheltered seating 
areas for older people. In 2021, they also obtained 
Landfill Tax grant funding for an accessible path 
around the park and in 2023 Lottery Funding for the 
refurbishment of and energy efficiency improvements to 
the public toilet in the Recreation Ground. Any new play 
equipment should be fully wheelchair accessible, dementia friendly and designed to facilitate people 
with a range of ages and abilities, from toddlers to teens.  In the consultation, a number of residents 
also called for a fitness trail in the park. 
 
There is a long-running but sporadic campaign among young people for a skateboard park/bump 
track, but this lacks leadership within the community and, in 2024, no suitable location has been 
identified within the 5 Councils area. Similarly, there are regular calls for football posts in the 
Recreation Ground.  While there remains a desire among young people for more to do, the Place 
Plan consultation and a Recreation Ground consultation in 2021 showed that residents also value 

Figure 10 A hire boat on the Mon and Brec Canal 
Llangattock 

Figure 11 Play equipment at the Recreation Ground 
needs updating. 

Community Plan: With the community, LCC should fundraise for the replacement of play 
equipment, with the priority being the wooden multi-play equipment which is approaching the 
end of its life and football posts/5-a-side posts for older children. 
Community Plan: LCC to engage with other Councils to identify locations for a bump 
track/skateboard park. 
Community Plan: LCC should continue to lobby the Canal and River Trust (CRT) for more dog 
poo and litter bins on the canal. 
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the open spaces afforded by the park. Great care must be taken to maintain the character of the 
park. 
 
Road Transport 
 

 
 
The main roads through Llangattock are the A4077, connecting Gilwern to Llangattock/Crickhowell 
Bridge and the C1036 connecting the bridge to the Heads of the Valleys area via Llangattock 
escarpment. The A4077 turns into the B4558 beyond the traffic lights as it heads to Llangynidr. 
Further routes extend from the bridge to Llangynidr, historic Llangattock to Dardy and Ffawyddog, 
Llangattock village to Hillside and Hillside to the A4077 via the Darren Road. 
 
Falling school rolls and large numbers of pupils travelling to school from wide areas are placing 
pressure on roads in the village. This may increase if CHS becomes a school of religious character, 
and it is important that mass transport options are prioritised if this happens. 
 
During school drop-off times, the C0136 has high volumes of traffic and high perceived vehicle 
speeds and areas close to school drop-off points in Tan Dderwen, Clos Ciliau and Beechwood Road 
can also get congested with parents dropping children and visitors parking on residential roads.  
 
Traffic builds up at Crickhowell Bridge and tails back along the Legar and the C0136. 
 
Residents of Dardy also complain of parents using their road as a rat-run to avoid congestion by The 
Vine Tree as traffic queues to cross the bridge over the River Usk.  
 
The graph below shows the origination for journeys by 11–16-year-olds, drawn from information 
supplied by Crickhowell High School.  Around 40% of them (293 of 736) are likely to travel to school 
by road via the Llangattock/Crickhowell Bridge. Some of these will be by school transport but many 
by private vehicles. 
 

A 4077 

C0136 

C0136 

B4558 
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Much of this traffic will queue at the traffic lights by the bridge over the River 
Usk, causing tailbacks stretching into Legar. Vehicles idling on tick over introduces 
environmental pollution and inconveniences residents who want to exit their 
driveways. 
 
There is a pinch point in the centre of Llangattock where the two-way road 
diminishes to one vehicle wide with narrow pavements.   
 
The road at bridge 115 has no set priority or lights and has been the site of head-
on collisions between vehicles. 
 
The splay at the junction at Bethesda Chapel forces vehicles into opposing traffic, 
which residents say is dangerous. 
 
The consultation received complaints about road maintenance, potholes, verges 
not being cut back, weeds on the side of the highway and pavements and salt 
bins not being filled.  These are all the responsibility of the highways authority 
and were passed on shortly after the consultation. 

 
Residents at Dardy would like to see a passing place on the Northern road.  This request was passed 
on to PCC and the landowner, Glanusk Estate. 
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Other residents have called for improvements to the Vine Tree Junction of the C0136 and the A4077 
to ease traffic congestion and queuing on the Legar. 
 
Suggested improvements to the junction with the A 4077:  

 
Traffic Control and Speed  
 
It is clear from the consultation that there is a very high degree of concern over vehicle speeds 
through the village.  This is particularly acute during the school runs and on fine weekends when 
motorcyclists and performance cars come to use the mountain roads.  The lack of pavements means 
people in wheelchairs have to travel in the road. In 2021, LCC collaborated with PCC to introduce 40 
mph buffer zones at the entry points to the village, but in 
2023 speed testing by the Go-Safe partnership evidenced 
excessive speed in the centre of the village.  In 2024, as 
part of this consultation, LCC and GoSafe are in 
discussions about greater enforcement. 
 
On the Legar, very high speeds have been recorded 
(83mph in a 30) in the past by PCC.  A 40-mph buffer zone 
was introduced in 2021. However, the residents say in 

Community Plan: PCC to work with LCC to compile a list of salt bin locations and publicise links 
for residents to report potholes and other highways issues direct to PCC. 
Community Plan: LCC should work with others to find means to alleviate traffic build-up at 
Legar and encourage drivers to switch off their engines when idling. 

Place Plan:  Subject to consultations/advice and funding from the highways authority, there 
should be a presumption in favour of improvements to the junction of the C0136 and the 
A4077 at The Vine Tree and the construction of a left filter lane at the junction of the C0136 
and the A4077 to ease congestion by allowing a clearer route for vehicles turning right towards 
Gilwern. This development could include a drop-off point for CHS pupils. 
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2023 the limits were not being enforced and there is no approved Speedwatch zone, even though 
residents would volunteer for one. Regular overtaking is witnessed of vehicles sticking to the limits. 
Legar residents are asking Powys County Council for an interactive speed camera (like the one in 
Gilwern) and the police for enforcement.   
 
Ffawyddog residents report that they feel unsafe because of speeding traffic on the narrow lanes. 
They would favour edge-of-settlement markers like in 
Llangattock village. There is insufficient capacity to 
introduce pavements, and this would be prohibitively 
expensive.   
 
Speed testing has also been carried out in 2023 on the 
road over Llangattock Mountain. While speed was not 
found to be excessive, the area is one of very few in 
Wales where unfenced animals graze adjacent to the 
road and after a high number of livestock deaths and 
injuries consequent on collisions with vehicles it is felt 
that a lower limit should be introduced. 
 
In 2023, 20mph speed limits were introduced in parts of Llangattock, as in the whole of Wales. The 
Dardy, however, remained at 30mph because the limit there was imposed by the same Traffic 
Regulation Order negotiated by LCC in 2021. 

Traffic Calming  

New development and changes to school admissions will bring more cars and vehicles through the 
village and thought should be given to developing an imaginative and sensitive scheme for traffic 
calming in Llangattock. This should be a comprehensive scheme not just within the confines of the 
built-up area, but also discouraging rat runs and reducing the speed of traffic further as it 
approaches the village. Traffic calming could include speed humps and chicanes to maintain the 
existing character of a village street. Flexibility in design of visibility splays and other engineering 
features and minimising the use of concrete curbs and other urbanising materials.  
 
One suggestion which emerged from the 
consultation was to create a link road 
between the River Usk across to the Dardy 
Road, thus enabling traffic to the Dardy and 
Ffawyddog to bypass the narrow village 
centre, allowing it to become one way. There 
are a number of locations where this could 
happen. 
 

Community Plan: LCC should continue to lobby for the speed limit at Dardy to be reduced to 
20mph. 
Community Plan: LCC should continue to lobby for a lower speed limit to be introduced and 
enforced on the C0136 over Llangattock Mountain. 
Community Plan: LCC should press for more Speedwatch sites to be assessed, including on 
Legar. 
Community Plan: LCC should continue to lobby GoSafe, Powys County Council and Dyfed Powys 
Police for more regular monitoring and enforcement of existing speed limits in the community. 
Community Plan: LCC should invite the primary school to develop a poster campaign to be 
displayed around the village. 

Figure 12 Edge of settlement roadside markers. 
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Quarrying 
 
Although quarrying is a traditional industry in the area, any resumption could have a significant 
impact on Llangattock, and the surrounding landscape and should be resisted.  Under any 
circumstances, the routing of lorries to and from the quarries should be South to the A465 trunk 
road.  All proposals should be discussed with the Community Council and local people at an early 
stage. The routing and road improvements should be a condition of any licence. 

 
Parking: 
 
The attractive pattern of narrow winding streets in the Conservation area has already given rise to 
severe parking problems in the village centre. Most of these houses were built in the 19th Century 
before the motor vehicle had been invented, and as a result, no provision was made for parking 
vehicles. The only public off-street parking spaces created since then are at the small Council-owned 
car park opposite St Catwg’s Church, which also has some 
private parking within it. Many of the houses in Swan Terrace, 
Golden Square and Owens Row do not have off-street parking 
and rely on the 18 public spaces in the car park. However, 
these spaces are also used by visitors to the village, the 
church congregation, and growing numbers of other local 
multi-vehicle households within walking distance, as 
evidenced by the graph on the right. The result is that vehicles 
spill out onto neighbouring roads, including Park Drive and 
Beaufort Avenue. Add to this day-trip parking from visitors to 
the area, local attractions and the school run, and the 
pressure on residential roads is sometimes considerable.  Figure 12 ONS vehicle ownership, 

2011 figures in brackets 

Community Plan:  LCC should lobby for the C0136 to be reclassified as a B road so that it can 
receive higher priority for funding from the highways authority. 
Community Plan: LCC to work with residents to publicise community concerns, including 
inviting the school to develop a poster competition. 
Community Plan: LCC to work with PCC Highways to assess effective and viable traffic calming 
solutions. 
Community Plan: LCC to investigate with PCC highways, options for traffic calming including 
interactive speed signs. 

Place Plan: There should be a presumption in favour of creating a link road from the C0136 
North of Llangattock Cemetery, or other routes across to the Dardy Road, to create a one-way 
system through the centre of Llangattock, should funding become available. 
Place Plan: There should be a presumption in favour of creating a link road from the A4077 to 
the C0136, bypassing the traffic lights at Crickhowell bridge, if funding allows and a suitable 
route can be identified. 
Place Plan:  There should be a presumption in favour of the use of physical edge of settlement 
markers to warn drivers of more populated areas, such as those found in Llangattock village, 
throughout the community. 

Place Plan: Should quarrying activities be allowed, lorries should be routed to the South where 
there is easy access to the A465 Heads of the Valleys Road, not through Llangattock. 

Place Plan: There should be a presumption against the resumption of any quarrying activities in 
Llangattock. 
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LCC has no power to control on-street parking but responding to the concerns raised in the Place 
Plan consultation, in January 2024, it collaborated with PCC to survey residents living in the centre of 
the village about whether they wanted to introduce the highways authority’s residents-only 
parking13 scheme. Under the scheme, parking would be restricted to residents in the area marked 
orange and time-limited parking would be available to visitors in the blue areas, including the Church 
View Car Park, owned and operated by LCC. In the survey, 52% of respondents living near the car 
park said they found it difficult to park some of the time, rising to 69% at weekends. The other 
hotspot was Clos Ciliau, where 43% of residents found it difficult to park in the daytime. 

 
The survey also pointed to areas which had been suggested as possible locations for additional 
parking spaces for residents and visitors, should funding allow.  These are addressed further later in 
this document. 
 
Residents were against the introduction of the scheme by a margin of 2:1. 
 
The residents’ collective decision to decline external regulation of on-street parking and off-street 
parking in the car park leaves the following factors in play. 
 

1. Parking on public roads will remain free and unrestricted except for areas with existing 
yellow lines.  

2. As of publication of the place plan, there is no identified funding for additional car parking 
for residents or visitors. 

3. Funding the construction and maintenance of new car parks using Pay-and-Display would 
likely be rendered ineffective because drivers will choose to use free parking on unrestricted 
roads nearby. 

 
13 https://www.llangattock-cc.gov.wales/residents-parking-survey-january-2024/ 
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4. Precept-funded borrowing to build more free parking may run into opposition from 
Llangattock’s strong environmetal lobby and residents resistant to generalised Council tax 
increases to the benefit of a few residents in the centre of the community. 

 
Yellow Lines 

 
Yellow lines are a necessary evil in areas where there 
is considerable parking pressure, like Llangattock, but 
are only as effective as the enforcement available. 
Where they are needed, they should be as narrow as 
possible and imperial yellow.  

 

 
Active Travel  
 
Enabling people to walk and ride bikes instead of using cars for everyday short journeys is integral to 
tackling the climate emergency and meeting BBNPA’s target for reducing vehicle emissions. Creating 
safe walkways and cycleways are important to people with disabilities, some of whom are blocked 
from using popular footpaths by cobbled pavements and vintage kissing gates. And safe walking 
routes for children are integral to efforts to promoting healthy lifestyles and reducing congestion 
from the school run. 
 
In late 2023, Powys County Council achieved funding for an active travel plan for Llangattock village 
which is intended to improve pavements and road junctions as well as creating new dual use cycle 
and walkways to Crickhowell and on to Abergavenny. These include aspirational routes out via Dardy 
and back. PCC has produced a searchable Active Travel Network Map (ATNM) which is kept 
updated.14  A number of road junction improvements are also envisaged. Rather than attempt to 
recreate these proposals as part of its Place Plan, Llangattock Community Council has decided to 
wait for the PCC proposals to come back out for consultation. 
 
In the Place Plan Consultation, 86% of CHS pupils from Llangattock walk to school some of the time. 
46% are dropped off by car some of the time. Lack of safe walking routes through the village was 
cited by Llangattock Church in Wales School Governors as a reason why some parents drive rather 
than walk their children to school, an understandable decision but one which increases the potential 
for conflicts between vehicles and pedestrians. 
 

 
14 https://datamap.gov.wales/maps/active-travel-network-maps/ 

Figure 13 Yellow lines in Swan Terrace 

Place Plan: Narrow, pale yellow ‘heritage’ lines 
should be used wherever highway restrictions 
are necessary. 

Community Plan: LCC should continue to lobby for the thick lines painted in error in the 
Conservation Area in Swan Lane and Owens Row should be removed. 
Community Plan: LCC should continue to lobby PCC (and Dyfed Powys Police in cases of 
obstruction) for greater enforcement. 
Community Plan: LCC should provide information on its website of whom to contact in the 
event of a parking issue. 
Community Plan: LCC should lobby PCC for greater enforcement of existing regulations. 
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In addition to the routes identified within the existing ATNM, improvements to the pedestrian 
crossing at the bridge over the Usk must be made with or without active travel funding.  In the 
survey of young people 26% per cent of pupils said they did not feel safe crossing this road.    
 
The Crickhowell Place Plan calls for an active travel bridge crossing over the River Usk to replace the 
inadequate pavements on the existing road bridge and residents support this suggestion. 
 

 
 
Improvements to the kissing gates on the routes 
between the bridge over the River Usk, St Catwgs 
Church and the Horseshoe are included in the 
ATNM. However, these will run into local 
opposition if they are replaced with anything other 
than rough iron gates to match the local 
vernacular and historic parkland setting.  
Llangattock Community Council is seeking grant 
funding to carry out this project separately. 
 
The Place Plan also identified a need for a 

pedestrian/cycleway linking between Tan Dderwen and Park Drive, bypassing the narrow village 
centre.  Another path linking the new circular path in the Recreation Ground with the pavement 
north of Plas Cottages was also suggested. 
 
The consultation raised the possibility of creating a pedestrian access to the towpath at Canal Bridge 
114, which was passed on to the Canal and River Trust. 
 
The footpath in the cemetery has been badly damaged by tree roots and must be improved. 

Figure 14 The Kissing Gates 
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Public Transport  
 

The BBNPA Management plan calls for shifts in transport systems from 
fossil fuel to renewables with a need to create viable and sustainable 
public transport and active travel options. 
 
As of 2024, there are 5 buses a day to and from Llangattock. These only 
serve the centre of the village and none at normal travel-to-work 
times. Not everyone is able to walk to Crickhowell to catch a bus and 
inclement weather discourages others.  
 
Increasing the frequency, reliability, and punctuality of public transport 

into and out of Llangattock will be instrumental in helping LCC and BBNPA achieve their carbon 
emission reduction targets. There is no public transport in Legar, Dardy, Ffawyddog, or Hillside, but 
the smaller populations and time taken to reach Ffawyddog and Hillside mean these routes are not 
viable for service operators. Ffawyddog residents report difficulties persuading taxi companies to 
take them there. 
 
In the survey, the service from the centre of the village was generally supported, with reservations 
about frequency and reliability.  However some people said they would be more inclined to use the 
bus if there was a shelter. Others also complained about poor connections to Crickhowell services 
and beyond.  
 
While the bus service is accessible, residents have requested a bus shelter to protect them from the 
weather and give them somewhere to sit while waiting for a bus. 

Community Plan: Improvements to the crossing between the bridge over the Usk and the Glebe 
Field, Llangattock, must be carried out as a matter of urgency, with or without ATNM funding. 
Community Plan: LCC to continue its attempts to access funding to improve the accessibility of 
the kissing gates while maintaining the historic appearance of this part of Llangattock. 
Community Plan: LCC should work with community groups to fundraise and increase the 
number of benches along active travel routes. These should meet the principles for street 
furniture outlined in the design statement below. 
Community Plan: LCC continue to lobby for car sharing among parents and walking buses to 
safely escort children to and from LCIW school in an effort to reduce short journeys by car and 
ease parking pressures around the school. 
Community Plan: LCC to develop a plan for improving the footpath in the cemetery. 

Place Plan: The Llangattock Place Plan supports Powys County Council’s plans for new walking 
and cycling routes between Llangattock and Crickhowell and will continue to work with the 
Highways Authority to bring them to fruition. 
Place Plan: As part of the active travel improvements, a footpath/cycleway should be created 
between Tan Derwen and Park Drive.  There should be a presumption in favour of planning 
permission for this purpose. 
Place Plan: As part of the active travel improvements, a footpath link should be created 
between the circular path in the Recreation Ground and the pavement North of Plas Cottages. 
There should be a presumption in favour of planning permission for this purpose. 
Place Plan: As part of the active travel improvements, a pedestrian footbridge should be 
created over the River Usk 
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In 2023, LCC obtained grant funding to examine the feasibility of an electric shuttle bus running 
between the five council areas of Llangattock, Crickhowell, Llangynidr, Cwmdu and Glangrwyney.  
There is currently limited intra-community transport between the five Councils and none between 
the communities within Llangattock.  Since the closure in 2023 of the Gilwern surgery (an off-shoot 
of Crickhowell Health Centre) there is a strong argument for including Gilwern in a Crickhowell local 
transport ‘hub’. 

 
Farming and food production 
 
The BBNPA Management Plan calls for shifts in land management, from extractive with high external 
costs to regenerative, sequestering carbon and co-existing with nature recovery and resilient 
ecosystems. 
 
Livestock farming, for beef or sheep, predominates in Llangattock, including Commoners-rights 
grazing on the mountainsides, much of which is owned by the Duke of Beaufort Estate.  Some fodder 
crops (sugar beet, as well as hay and sileage) is grown in fields. Very little local meat goes into the 
local food chain and LCC does not know of any local meat box schemes. There are no commercial 
poultry or pig farmers, and no large-scale egg producers. There are a few people with home flocks 
who sell eggs locally. As of 2023, Park Farm was growing pumpkins for Halloween summer maize 
maze, though the primary uses of these are not as food for people (or animals).  
 
Livestock numbers have steadily decreased since foot and mouth in 2001, and more markedly since 
Brexit and with the ongoing uncertainty around what will replace the Single Farm Payment.  
 
Proposed tree planting incentives for farmers are currently based on taking improved land out of 
livestock production (rather than focusing on planting on more marginal land that can’t be used for 
crops or livestock grazing, or for creating shelter belts, river/stream protection belts etc). 
 
In 2023/4 there was also concern among Commoners over whether the Duke of Beaufort Estate was 
planning commercial forestry operations on the Ffawyddog and Llangattock Mountain. This would 
further reduce local farm productivity and put more pressure on lower altitude farmland to be used 
for livestock rather than for fruit and veg, pulses, grains etc (although this will depend on market 
prices and farming incentives). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Plan: LCC to continue its work on a feasibility study into green shuttle bus running 
in and out of Crickhowell. 
Community Plan: LCC should support the project for a bus shelter at Plas Derwen 
Community Plan: LCC should continue to lobby for improvements in the frequency and 
reliability of bus services to and from Llangattock. 

Place Plan: There should be a presumption in favour of developments aimed at improving 
access to public transport to and from Llangattock. 
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Crickhowell-based Our Food 1200 is trying to procure land for small-scale market gardens and one of 
its directors lives in Llangattock.  They say there is potential for other crops, such as field-scale 
potatoes and onions and heritage wheats. There are also opportunities to grow local grain varieties 
and more seasonal fruit, as well as nuts. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Plan: LCC should support initiatives to encourage more young people into farming 
and food production and facilitate the sale of local food produce in any local hub or shop which 
is developed. 

Place Plan: There should be a presumption in favour of the development of small market farms 
on existing farmland though the visual impact of polytunnels and other non-traditional farming 
structures must be considered carefully against the need to preserve the landscape. 
Place Plan: There should be a presumption in favour of other farm diversification using non-
traditional farming methods, though the visual impacts must be taken into consideration. 
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Llangattock Design Statement 
 

Design Statement 



 

 32 

Design Statement:  
 
This Place Plan and Design Statement records the special qualities and features in Llangattock which 
are particularly valued, and which give our community its character. 

 
Llangattock has already lost several important and 
interesting buildings which told the story of the 
community’s development. These include industrial 
buildings, country houses, isolated cottages, farms, barns 
and quarryman’s cottages. 
 
This Place Plan aims to ensure that future changes and 
new developments or modifications to existing properties, 

however small, are based on an understanding of traditional design and protect and enhance the 
special character of Llangattock as a whole. 
 
Building design in Llangattock has, until now, been informed by the following policies and statutory 
planning guidance (SPG created or adopted by BBNPA): 
 
Llangattock Design Statement 1995 (SPG adopted by BBNPA), significant elements of which remain 
valid and are incorporated into this document. 
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority Local Development Plan 2007-2022 
Llangattock Conservation Areas Appraisal 201915 
Planning Policy Wales 2021/2 
Affordable Housing Technical Advice note 2 
Equality Act 2010 
 
This Place Plan is being compiled at a point at which there is some fluidity in the future direction of 
planning in the National Park with its recognition of the Climate Emergency and Biodiversity Crisis 
and this Place Plan may need to be revised to reflect future changes.  At the point of publication, the 
extant LDP and the revised Llangattock Conservation Area SPG (2019) are in force. 

Under the LDP, Llangattock is categorised as a Level 4 (Limited Growth Settlement (LGS)) and is 
categorised as “A place which does not have the environmental capacity to accommodate future 
development”. 

 
15 https://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Llangattock-Character-Appraisal-Final-ENG.pdf 

Place Plan: New development in Llangattock should: 
• Be on the edge of existing settlements, not in open landscape. 
• Focus on the traditional character of Llangattock village and other hamlets and not introduce 
further diversity.  
• Ensure unnecessary strain is not placed on the infrastructure, e.g. sewerage, traffic or parking. 
• Balance the aesthetic appearance of the village with the needs of people with disabilities. 
• Provide a range of housing types and sizes in small groups, not further large housing estates. 
• New housing groupings should be limited to a maximum of 20 dwellings. 
• There have already been many alterations and changes to houses in Llangattock and surrounding 
Hamlets. Care is needed in adopting or adapting old buildings and making sure that new ones 
integrate with the old. This can be achieved by using appropriate and sympathetic detailing and 
surface treatments for example colour washes on the render to unify extensions.   
• The Community Council and residents of Llangattock should be consulted before further large-
scale development (more than 5 dwellings) is permitted, as local people are best placed to be aware 
and sensitive to the effects that are having on the appearance of the village. 

Figure 15 Dan Y Parc House  
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Llangattock village 

 
Llangattock village can be roughly divided between the traditional stone-built properties 
surrounding the historic centre of the settlement based on St Catwgs Church, and the later additions 
from the large-scale developments of Park Drive, Beaufort Avenue, Beechwood Road, Plas Derwen, 
Clos Ciliau and Tan Dderwen in the 1950s and 60s.  
 
There has been some development, notably Church View, St Catwgs Close, Chapel Fields and Canal 
Close, which has been more sympathetic to the vernacular of the historic village centre and some 
redevelopment of empty buildings to create The Oaks. Apart from that, the village has remained 
largely unchanged since Llangattock was designated a Limited-Growth Settlement. 
 
Llangattock Conservation Area 
 
In recognition of its historic 
importance, the older parts of 
the village and some other 
landscape features have been 
given Conservation Area 
status, the highest level of 
protection in the National 
Park. 
 
Section 69 of the Planning 
(Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
places a duty on Local Planning 
Authorities to determine which parts of their area are ‘areas of special architectural or historic 
interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance’ and to 
designate them as conservation areas. Planning authorities have a duty to protect Conservation 
Areas from development which would harm their special historic or architectural character. 
 
The Llangattock Conservation Area is one of five conservation areas within the Brecon Beacons and 
was designated in the early 1970s. 

 
Some of the text below is taken directly from the latest appraisal of the conservation area, 
conducted by BBNPA in 2019 and it also incorporates and updates the LCC’s Design Statement of 
1996. 
 
 

Figure 16 St Catwg's Church Figure 17 Beechwood Road Figure 18 Church View 
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Summary 
 
• Llangattock is a historic village clustered around a substantial church of Medieval origins. 
• The layout of its historic core has been influenced by the Nant Onneu brook which winds past 
clusters of houses, gardens and service yards on its way to the river Usk. 
• A gentle but rising topography contributes to the character of the conservation area, 
particularly from aspects looking north. Here parkland, allotments and woodland frame and 
enhance views Crickhowell and the Black Mountains beyond. 
• Boundary walls and hedges are a key feature of the village. 
• The landscape surrounding the village is closely associated with a number of historic gentry 
houses which reflect the settlement’s strategic location in the Usk Valley. Their planned 
landscapes and gardens along with defining walls, gates and wooded enclosures are a strong 
feature of the village, and its rural context. 
• The majority of the buildings in the conservation area date from the early 19th century 
onwards. Their location scale, and layout reflect the importance of the village as a service and 
housing location for those working on the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal or for the 
landed Estates referred to above. 
• Render and stone are the dominant walling materials, along with slate roof coverings and 
stone chimneys. Many buildings are clustered as intimate housing groups, served only by 
informal footpaths and service yards. 
• The proximity of Crickhowell has forged strong pedestrian links throughout the village and into 
surrounding farm or parkland. They offer attractive glimpses of historic houses and buildings, 
which make the village popular for tourists and walkers alike. 
• More recently, the strategic location of the village close to the Heads of the Valleys road has 
led to its expansion as a commuter settlement. 
 
Spatial Analysis:  
 

In the oldest parts of Llangattock, like Swan Lane and 
Owens Row, the streets are narrow, and the buildings 
terraced or close together.  
True terraces are the estate-built houses of the mid-19th 
century. Many of the other houses are non-detached 
individual houses built to create the appearance of 
terraces. They give an intimate and enclosed feel to the 
street.  The line of buildings has a variety; buildings that 
face the street or have gables to the road are mixed.  
Dwellings in Llangattock were originally built from local 
stone and were of rubble construction with a rendered 
finish.  In Victorian times when the village expanded 
relatively quickly, new buildings were built with dressed 
stone and windows had contrasting lintels and surrounds 
which were painted in some cases. Front gardens are 
generally very narrow, and many houses open directly 
onto the pavement or street.   
 
Similar variety should be apparent in new development, 
mixing large and small houses with different tenures, 
affordable and more expensive housing. Later, imported 
bricks were used to build houses, but these are not 
appropriate for future development.  
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Principles for new developments in or close to the Conservation Area:  
 
• Street patterns: The traditional intricate layouts of courtyards and alleyways between terraces and 
cottages should be reflected in the arrangement of new buildings. 
• New buildings and extensions or alterations should acknowledge the Llangattock context, reflect 
the character of the village core, neighbouring properties, and avoid standardised or suburban 
designs. 
• New developments should have regard to the local patterns of building scale and layout, with 
courtyards and alleyways and the characteristics and spatial aspect of the immediate houses, 
location in the village, garden format and enclosure. 
• In-fill development of spaces between old buildings should incorporate discrete variation in 
designs and avoid monotonous repetition of the same house type.  
• Mixing historic features and styles in the same building should be avoided. 
• Maintaining existing roof lines, building lines, facades and street frontages, the pattern of windows 
and doors as used in nearby buildings is desirable. 
• New roadways and footpaths in new developments should link with and sustain the complex and 
intricate patterns of paths and alleyways. 
• The design of all new housing should blend with the local 
pattern and form, not just the street frontage, furniture, or 
the facades of buildings. 
• New housing should be in small groups linked to the 
surrounding street patterns and not developed into 
segregated housing estates. 
• Access to the surrounding countryside is very important for 
the village and the new footpath and bridleway links should 
be created and existing routes maintained and improved 
• The large estate developments around Crickhowell are very 
conspicuous when viewed from the Ffawyddog and the 
Dardy.  Similar edge-of-village development around 
Llangattock should be well integrated into the settlement and 
landscape and not be obvious when viewed from the higher 
ground above Crickhowell. Whenever there is development 
on the village edge, it is essential that design shows not only 
that it is similar in style to the existing built form of the village 
core but also uses the natural shape and form of the 
surrounding countryside to create a visually attractive new 
boundary to the village. 
• Property Boundaries: The approach to the village and the 
street enclosure is characterised by solid stone walls.  New 
walls must be of a traditional construction with unobtrusive 
pointing or joints. Gardens are often surrounded by walls 
made from local stone, sometimes surmounted by ironwork 
railings or hedging of native species, not non-native conifers. 
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• However, the enclosure of new development by stone walls will not 
make up for inappropriately designed housing, however.  Privacy and 
security should instead be achieved by careful positioning of the buildings 
and window openings rather than increased plot size or the use of 
coniferous hedging or weatherboard fencing. 
• Dormer windows are a traditional feature in Llangattock village, 
Ffawyddog and Legar. Where they do occur, they generally flush the face of 
the building and are usually pitched but do not protrude above the roof 

ridgeline.  Most frequently, windows are of sash 
construction, and window frames are 
traditionally painted or not stained. Windows are 
recessed into the openings with distinctive 
shadow lines and have strong sills. Windows and doorways have robust 
lintel details, often in subtle tones contrasting from the colour of the 
stonework. Solid hardwood doors are 
traditionally in some of the oldest houses. 
These themes should be evident in the 
design of new developments, and solid 
wooden painted doors rather than stained 
imported hardwood is preferable. 
• Decorated fascia boards and finials on 
roof ridges are very distinctive decorations 

on many Victorian buildings in 
the village. These details are 
not appropriate for single 
buildings or conversions but 
could be used where new 
development is closely related 
to existing decorated buildings. 
The conversion of the old 
Victorian school buildings at St 
Catwgs Close share a mixture of 

styles and careful detailing to make a real contribution to the 
building responding to local traditions but with the benefits of 
modern facilities.   
 
• The development of estates in the village in the 1950s and 60s 
did not follow the traditional building forms of the village core. 
Development was of more open estate form and not in keeping 
with the original style of the village.   
• Further estate development of this kind should be avoided, 
and opportunities to improve the existing estate areas by 
planting and appropriate garden or boundary treatment should 
be encouraged wherever possible. 
• Residents of Park Drive, Beaufort Avenue, Lime Trees and Beechwood Road value the views 
afforded by the estate of single-storey bungalows. Developments in or near these areas should be 
single storey or have sufficient separation (gardens, pathways, open areas) to ensure their views are 
not blocked. 
• The same residents value the spaces between their properties and there should be a presumption 
against infill developments. 

Figure 22 1960s development 

Figure 19 Hardwood doors with decorative 
headers 

Figure 20 Dormer windows 

Figure 21 Sash windows and 
decorative lighting 
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• Llangattock is an area where Beech trees are common. The name Ffawyddog refers to the local 
Beech tree.  The planting of further hedges and trees of native broadleaf species for enclosure are to 
be encouraged in existing and new developments.   
• Development proposals should include full landscaping plans to maintain the character the village 
and enhance the setting of Llangattock. 
 
Energy Efficiency 
 
Energy efficiency in new buildings  
 
• Building regulations already set specific challenging requirements; these are only minimum 
standards and can still be improved upon with further reductions in heating costs. The “gold 
standard” remains certification to Passive House standard, and though this may incur a small 
increase in build costs it is well proven that there are savings to be achieved in both maintenance 
and energy costs over time. 
• A small estate or street of new houses should consider a communal energy or heat system as part 
of the development. 
• While new buildings should respect the local stone-built character of the village, it is not always 
realistic to build in traditional stone; however, imported stone or reconstituted stone is only 
acceptable if it is of a similar colour tone and texture to the local stone.  Imported stone e.g. 
Cotswold limestone or Pennant sandstone should not be used. 
 
Energy efficiency in improvements, renovations & extensions 
 
• Home improvements are subject to energy efficiency requirements under Building Regulations, but 
such modifications should also respect the integrity of the original building, a challenge within the 
conservation area.  For houses finished with a cement render it may be possible to use external wall 
insulation, which is usually finished with a cement render layer, without changing the external finish 
of the building. In other cases internal wall insulations are available.  Professional advice from a 
suitably qualified technician is essential for existing buildings to ensure materials compatible with 
the original fabric are used.  
• When considering improvements, consideration should be given to developing an energy 
efficiency plan for the whole building so that further compatible enhancements can be carried out 
over a period of time. 
• Developments of new homes, such as affordable housing should consider district heating.  District 
heating, also known as a heat network, is a system that uses a singular central heat source to 
distribute hot water through a network of insulated pipes to multiple individual dwellings. 
• Double-glazed window units using UPVC, or aluminium construction are permissible because of 
their energy efficiency, but the design of the units must be approved as part of the detailed building 
design to ensure that their style matches that set out above.  This is particularly important in the 
conservation area and in terraces where there is a unity of design to the buildings over time. 
• Solar panels should be permitted on rearward elevations, where they will not negatively impact 
the historic street scenes of the conservation area. 
• Extensions to existing buildings must be scale with the original building and its impact also 
considered on surrounding spaces and buildings.  This is particularly true where barns and other 
agricultural buildings are to be converted. 
The traditional form of barns should be maintained, and locally appropriate detailing for windows 
and doors should be used. 
• The introduction of large modern roof lights in loft conversions often spoils traditional roof 
patterns. More unusual features, such as solar lanterns, could be used occasionally to great effect 
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rather than relying solely on proprietary or standard roof lights.  If regular roof lights are used, they 
should be fitted flush with the roof surface.  
• Many traditional buildings in the Brecon Beacons are built to withstand 
severe winter and weather driving winds and high rainfall.  This is 
particularly true in the upland areas of Hillside and Ffawyddog.  Houses 
and cottages there are solid and sturdy a quality that should be reflected 
in any new development. This is particularly relevant in the robust form 
of chimneys many modern examples being far too small and lightweight 
in comparison. 
• Agricultural buildings and barns or industrial units should reflect this 
response in their design and follow the traditional form.  Many of the 
oldest houses are in terraces with roof pitching that are steep with low 
ground to eaves height, window openings are characteristically small and 
often high up the walls at eaves level. 
• If brick or concrete block or render extensions are added to existing stone buildings, the design and 
exterior finish must consider the best way of unifying the building. 
• Red brick of the tone and texture of the 1970 bricks may be acceptable to match existing detailing 
when development is in Victorian parts of the village, but yellow-brown or grey stone-coloured brick 
should not be used. 
• Renders of subtle, soft greys and creams are most frequently used. 
• Brilliant white is not common and is very conspicuous in the landscape of all buildings.  
Traditionally, the lime wash was covered with raddle and weathered over time to the soft tone. 
• When old buildings become derelict or buildings or walls are demolished, traditional materials 
should be salvaged and reused. 
• Roofs were traditionally covered in slate, although some houses dating from before 1800 were 
sometimes thatched. Many of the oldest buildings were roofed with stone tiles. Old stone tiles are 
not easily accessible, but reproduction stone tiles died to Old Brechan could be used good effect.  
These may be more appropriate than imported or the wrong-coloured tiles. 
• Slate or slate substitute tiles should be a dark blue-grey colour. 
• Houses and extensions roofs should always be darker in colour than walls. 
• On Farm buildings and sheds or agricultural building roof sheeting should be dark in colour with a 
non-reflective finish. 
• Throughout the village, a restricted range of materials should be used. They should extend to the 
choice of materials for surfacing in the streets and other hard-surfaced areas. 
• Where possible, stone setts and cobbles should be used and laid in the traditional manner, while 
also respecting the need for users of wheelchairs, walking frames and other walking aids to cross 
them easily or alternative routes should be available. Where present, existing sets and cobbles 
should be reused. Modern concrete and coloured brick blockwork replacement is unacceptable. 
• Street furniture, seats, street light standards and litter bins should be constructed in appropriate 
materials and colours and sited e.g. discreetly against a wall rather than freestanding.  The character 
of the streets and enjoyment of the environment can be enhanced and made more attractive by the 
use of appropriate street furniture and lighting designed to fit into the character the village. 
• Street lighting should be muted in keeping with the rural area not suburban housing estates. 
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Open Spaces  
 
• Open spaces: Although the main village and hamlets, which 
form the whole community of Llangattock, cover an area which 
encompasses large areas of countryside, the number of open 
spaces within the main village is limited.   
•  This countryside setting and other open spaces in the village 
centre are important elements of the character of the area.  
• The planning and design of new development should make 
reference to existing open spaces and seek to create new open 
spaces. All new open spaces should be integrated into the 
existing spatial pattern of the village and create links and green corridors 
to the surrounding countryside. 
• New development should encourage local identity and foster local 
landmarks, artefacts, and stands of trees. 
• New open spaces may be formed, formal or informal areas for 
recreation or small greens. 
• New paths, gates and walkways must be fully wheelchair accessible 
and be accessible to people with a range of abilities. 
• The retention and creation of new woodland, particularly along 
riparian borders has been demonstrated to have a significant impact in 
terms of flood management and tree-planting schemes which ‘Slow the 
Flow’ should be supported. 
• Care should be taken to protect the views in and out of the village from the existing open spaces 
when new development is proposed. This is particularly important where infill or village edge 
development is being considered. 
• The common land at Ffawyddog is a significant open area 
which is of great importance. The Beaufort Estate owns it, but 
there are common grazing access rights over it. It would 
greatly benefit from a full management plan for its protection 
and improvement. 
• The Community Council manages the playing field in the 
village, however the future maintenance and management of 
the new public open spaces in the village will need to be 
considered at the earliest opportunity when proposals are 
being discussed. 
• The Recreation Ground has a number of specimen trees, 
covered by Tree Protection Orders and the silver birches along 
the southern border were planted as a memorial to men of the 
village who died during the World Wars. The silver birches are 
listed and must be protected if the highway at Park Drive is 
improved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 23 Open Space at Chapel Fields 

Figure 25 Ffawyddog Common 

Figure 24 Oak Tree at Plas Derwen 
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Development in the hamlets 
 
Legar 
 
The Legar is a small group of buildings along the A 4077.  
Many of the buildings here are stone and lime washed. 
Infill development has unified the settlement over time but 
produced a great diversity of buildings. New development 
within Legar should therefore take reference from 
neighbouring properties as well as the village core. 
 
The Nant Onneu Fach tributary of the Usk runs through the 
centre of Legar and new developments must make 
reference to the Natural Resources Wales Flood Map. 
 
Ffawyddog 
 
The Ffawyddog is an area of low-density scattered 
houses on the sometimes steep and low wooded 
slopes to the Northwest of Llangattock. The slopes 
above the settlement are common land with 
traditional grazing rights. 
 
Properties around the common are characterised 
by slate roofs, natural stone and rendered walls. 
New development within Ffawyddog should 
therefore take reference from neighbouring 
properties as well as the village core. 
 
The use of physical edge of settlement markers to warn drivers of more populated areas, such as 
those found in Llangattock Village has been called for on the Ffawyddog and there should be a 
presumption in favour of these throughout the community. 
 
Dardy 
 
The Dardy is a small outlying settlement of stone-faced 
houses raised above road level and following the contours of 
the lower slopes for the Ffawyddog.  The Dardy is a unified 
and compact hamlet based on the old workhouse and its 
associated cottages and buildings. 
 
New development within Dardy should therefore take 
reference from neighbouring properties as well as the village core. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 26 Legar 

Figure 27 Ffawyddog 

Figure 28 Dardy 
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Hillside  
 
The Hillside above Llangattock village developed because 
of the quarrying industry. As employment in quarrying 
declined, old quarryman's cottages fell into ruins, though 
some have now been sympathetically restored.  
 
Development and reconstruction in the hillside are 
currently limited by the capacity of essential services, 
notably the water supply. 
 
Traditional buildings, including barns, are best 
maintained in their original use and form, but when this 
is no longer possible, the redevelopment of derelict and 
abandoned buildings for local housing subject to the 
adequate capacity of essential services and access 
should be considered. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Figure 31 Hillside 

Figure 29 A cottage on Hillside Figure 30 A cottage at Dardy 

Place Plan: The principles of this design statement are incorporated into this place plan and 
should form statutory planning guidance for future developments in Llangattock and the 
hamlets. 
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FUTURE BUILDING DEVELOPMENT NEEDS 
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The Place Plan Consultations in 2023 evidenced a significant level of opposition to large-scale 
housing development such as those of the 1950s and 1960s.  Residents support the ongoing 
designation of Llangattock as a Limited Growth Settlement.  The only exception to this was if 
development was to provide affordable housing for local young people and people with family links 
to Llangattock. 
 
Existing policies allow for sensitive development for community need even in the Conservation Area, 
where the proposal is ‘necessary to support community sustainability … the facility will be 
operationally sustainable in the future … and it has no unacceptable detrimental effect on the 
amenity and privacy of existing dwellings, nearby properties or the general public.’ 
 
Any development proposal will need to demonstrate mitigation of local challenges of environmental 
capacity to support development including water and sewage, highways and parking, flood risk, land 
release, and historic landscapes of significance. 
 
Affordable Housing  
 
The BBNPA Management Plan says:  
 
“By far the most significant issue facing the future sustainability of our communities is the high price 
of housing compared with median wages…The shortage of affordable and intermediate housing 
(available to people in paid employment) compounds this issue, meaning that many of those who 
were born and raised in the Park leave the area in their early twenties and start families outside of 
the Park.” 

In 2022, house prices in Llangattock were the most expensive in Powys. Half of young people aged 
20-21 questioned said they would like to buy or rent in Llangattock, 73.5% said it was too expensive 
to do so: 

 
 
The Crickhowell Area was designated by the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority as being of 
High Affordable Housing Need in its Affordable Housing Strategy 2019. 
 
The Bannau Brycheiniog Management Plan recognises the need for more affordable housing, 
including associated parking.  
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The Welsh Government’s definition of affordable housing16 is that it is provided to those whose 
needs are not met by the open market, and it should:  
 
• Meet the needs of eligible households, including availability at low enough cost for them to afford, 
determined with regard to local incomes and local house prices; and 
• Include provision for the home to remain affordable for future eligible households, or if a home 
ceases to be affordable or staircasing to full ownership takes place, any subsidy should generally be 
recycled to provide replacement affordable housing.  
 
This breaks down into two sub-categories:  
 
• Social rented housing - provided by local authorities and registered social landlords where rent 
levels have regard to the Assembly Government’s guideline rents and benchmark rents; and 
• Intermediate housing - where prices or rents are above those of social rented housing but below 
market housing prices or rents. This can include equity sharing schemes (for example Homebuy). 
  
Intermediate housing differs from low-cost market housing in that the freehold is generally not for 
sale. The Welsh Government does not consider low-cost housing to be affordable for the purpose of 
the land use planning system. 
 
Affordable housing exception sites (100% Affordable Housing)17 can be allowed within limited 
growth zones under the BBNPA LDP S LP2 and can be combined or include other community 
benefits, e.g. additional car parking, open spaces or facilities.  The following are acceptable:  
 
1. Proposals that strengthen and enhance the mix of dwelling types and tenure options 
within the Settlement, including provision of a proportion of Affordable Housing in 
accordance with the identified need within the community. 
3. Proposals for new or an extension to existing employment facilities, where the 
proposal is appropriate in scale and type to the amenity of the area and is in keeping 
with the environmental capacity of the settlement. 
4. Proposals that will capitalise on improving existing building stock including: 
i) proposals for the appropriate extension of existing residential dwellings; 
ii) proposals to re-instate redundant buildings to beneficial use; 
iii) proposals for the appropriate demolition and replacement of building(s), where this action would 
result in a replacement building with a lower environmental impact and no loss of community 
services and/or commercial activity within the Settlement. 
5. Proposals that strengthen and enhance the provision for tourism, including provision of 
appropriate guest accommodation in accordance with the National Park Authority Sustainable 
Tourism Strategy. 
6. Proposals for appropriately scaled and located retail provision. 
 
Welsh Government funding is only available for the housing element, however, and ‘add-ons’ would 
have to be funded via grants or the Council Tax. 

 
16 Welsh Government Planning Policy Wales Technical Advice Note 2 
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-09/tan2-planning-affordable-housing.pdf 
17 Guidance from BBNPA: A small proportion of housing for market may be allowable if it is essential for the 
delivery of a majority Affordable Housing development. 
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Candidate sites for affordable housing development  
 
In 201918, a number of candidate sites were put forward for consideration for housing development 
but rejected on the basis that they did not fit the preferred strategy at the time. Except for land at 
Legar, these parcels of land, portions of or extensions to them, should be reconsidered for 
affordable housing and community facilities, subject to compliance with the NRW flood 
development map, landscape appraisal, assessment of access and services and further public 
consultation.  
 
Plans of the 2019 candidate sites can be seen below: 
 
Land at Dardy 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
18 https://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Candidate-Site-First-Phase-Register-Failed.pdf 

Place Plan: Llangattock should remain a Limited Growth Settlement  
Place Plan: Development should be allowed for Affordable Housing as defined by Welsh 
Government1 

Place Plan: Affordable Housing Developments should be limited to a maximum of 20 new 
dwellings per development in order to avoid undue pressure on local services 
Place Plan: Affordable housing developments should be integrated into the existing community 
or at the edge of settlements and designed to be in keeping with their immediate surroundings, 
the settlements of Llangattock, and the landscape of the lower Usk Valley 
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Land next to the Miles Hall 
 

 
 
Land next to Beechwood Road 
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Land South of Rectory Lodge 
 

 

 

Place Plan: LCC’s Place Plan should make a statement of intent to further explore the 
2019 candidate sites (excluding land at Legar) as suitable for development for 
affordable housing and community facilities, subject to assessment of access and 
services, landscape and flood appraisal and further public consultation.  If these sites, 
parts of them or extensions of them should pass these criteria, outline planning should 
follow. 
Place Plan: Of these, the preferred sites are those closest to the centre of the village, 
so that they can be combined with other community facilities e.g. a community 
shop/hub and limited additional car parking for residents and/or visitors. 

Affordable Housing, additional 
parking and drop-off/pickup East 

of School LCIW school. 

Drawings for information, 
not development plans 
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This scheme opens up the possibility for district heating and EV charging supplied by solar panels. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Affordable Housing and public 
parking by St Catwg’s Church 

Drawings for information, 
not development plans 

Drawings for information, 
not development plans 
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Community Hub/Shop 
 
The community’s clearly expressed desire for a hub/shop should be considered separately or 
alongside these new developments. 

Policy 51 of the BBNPA Local Development Plan allows for development to support community 
sustainability, strengthen and enhance the provision of community services, as long as it can be 
proven to be operationally sustainable and has no unacceptable detrimental effect on the amenity 
and privacy of existing buildings, nearby properties or the general public. 

Any new building should be fully wheelchair accessible, dementia friendly and designed to facilitate 
people with a range of abilities. 

A community hub would also need to be income-generating, in order to cover its running costs, 
which could be achieved by combining it with a shop/café.  This would favour a more visible location 
close to established walking/community routes. The hub should include toilet facilities and a small 
meeting room for community events. 

The following locations as shown on the map below have been suggested: 

1. At the top of the allotment field, with some public car parking. 
2. At the Recreation Ground, opposite the Horseshoe Inn, with time-limited parking. 
3. The Plas Barn. 
4. At the Eastern End of Park Drive, with time-limited parking or public parking opposite. 
5. At the Eastern End of Park Drive, with public parking  
6. To the Southwest of the school, along with affordable housing and a school drop-off/pick-up 

point. 
7. To the North of Miles Hall, with affordable housing and additional public parking. 
8. At the Rectory Hotel. 
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Figure 32 Suggested locations for a community hub. 

 

 

Place Plan: LCC’s Place plan should designate the locations shown on the map (figure 34) as 
suitable for development as a community hub and shop. 

A visualisation of what a community hub 
might look like opposite the Horseshoe Inn 

Drawings for information, 
not development plans 
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Figure 33 Land next to the Miles Hall 

 

Figure 34 Land opposite the Horseshoe 
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Figure 35 Land next to Beechwood Road/Park Drive 

 
Small Homes for downsizers: 
 
The Management Plan also addresses the needs of older people when it describes a successful 
outcome where “communities are age-balanced, attractive, and affordable places for families to set 
up home, as well as providing housing to meet the needs of our older residents". 
 
Most homes in Llangattock are large and occupied by older couples or singletons living alone. There 
is a shortage of smaller homes for them to downsize into in order to release their property for 
growing families to move into.  So there is a further identified housing need for smaller, energy 
efficient homes for older people to downsize into. Occupancy restrictions should apply. 
 

 
 

Place Plan: There should be a presumption in favour of development of small, highly energy-
efficient homes for downsizers. 
Place Plan: Occupancy restrictions would restrict the sale of these properties to people over the 
age of 55 who have been living within the community of Llangattock and are moving from a 
larger property already in their ownership. 
Place Plan: These homes will only be available if the larger homes they are moving from are 
suitable for purchase as affordable housing for larger families. 
Place Plan: Occupancy should be restricted to use as a main residence. 
Place Plan: These should be integrated into affordable housing developments. 
Place Plan: All new development for sale should be subject to an affordable housing levy of 3% 
of the value of the property upon sale, with the funds hypothecated to provide community 
facilities. 
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Conversion and sub-division of large properties. 
 
Residents with larger homes may seek to sub-divide their properties to live with friends or younger 
family members.  This has the potential to increase the number of vehicles parking at the property 
and place additional pressure on sewerage and other services. 

 
Conversion of outbuildings for family members: 
 
The limited growth zone is highly restrictive of development and limits the ability of landowners to 
convert outbuildings etc for family members. 
 

 
Parking: 
 
Further development will lead to increased pressure on local roads. With the 2024 survey, residents 
have ruled out external regulation of parking by a majority of 2:1 although there is clear evidence of 
parking pressure, particularly in the oldest parts of the conservation area and in Clos Ciliau.  

 

Place Plan: There should be a presumption in favour of the conversion and sub-division of large 
properties into smaller homes providing there is no adverse impact on the visual amenity of 
the area and adequate provision is made for parking and services on a per-unit basis. 

Place Plan: Exceptions to the Limited Growth Zone should be allowed for the conversion of 
outbuildings to house family members, subject to an occupancy restriction, restrictions on the 
use of the property as a holiday let and a requirement for the property to remain ancillary to 
the main building in perpetuity.  
Place Plan: All redevelopment of this kind should be subject to an affordable housing levy of 
3% of the value of the converted property upon sale with the funds hypothecated to provide 
community facilities. 
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Pressures in Park Drive are more anecdotal and less well evidenced in the survey, though this may be 
due to sample size. 
 
So, there is a need to develop a comprehensive solution. This could include: 
 
• Improved public transport provision, including bus shelters + an electric shuttle bus. 
• Improved opportunities for cycling and walking (active travel). 
• Car/e-bike share schemes 
• A driveway-sharing scheme 
• An additional entrance direct from the C0136 into the Clos Ciliau car park with a view to 

reducing pressure on Plas Derwen and Clos Ciliau. LCC should also press Powys housing to line 
the car park to encourage the most efficient use of space. 

• Additional public parking as part of new developments. 
• Additional public parking close to the village centre. 
• Additional 24-hour, time-limited visitor parking between Llangattock and Crickhowell, easily 

accessible off the A4077 with good pedestrian links to Llangattock and Crickhowell. 
Consideration would need to be given to water runoff, the NRW flood map and the use of 
porous materials (grass matting). A landscape appraisal would also need to be carried out. 
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The map below shows locations for car parking suggested during the Place Plan consultation. 

It was also suggested in the consultations that a new access road to the school could be created 
from Park Drive to the back of the school for parent drop/off and school parking. This would ease 
pressure from the school drop-off on Beechwood Road and Clos Ciliau. 
 

 
 

Affordable Housing, additional 
parking and drop-off/pickup East 

of School LCIW school. 

Drawings for information, 
not development plans 

Figure 36 Possible locations for car parks 
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Car parking and solar panels East 
of Park Drive 

Car parking at the top of the 
allotment field 

Drawings for information, 
not development plans 

Drawings for information, 
not development plans 
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Not all of these may be required in the lifetime of this plan but they should all be regarded as 
suitable subject to the use of porous surface materials and careful landscaping. 

 

Place Plan:  There should be a presumption against future redevelopment of any garages and 
private off-street parking spaces for purposes other than parking. 
Planning Place Plan: New development for affordable housing should include adequate off-street 
parking for residents of new properties and their visitors on ratio of 1.3 with an additional visitor 
space being created for every three new residential spaces. 
Place Plan Planning Condition: Any new developments near the village should only be allowed if 
additional public parking spaces are provided at a ratio of 1:3, with an additional publicly available 
space being created for every three new residential spaces. 
Place Plan: There should be a presumption in favour of the development of the areas marked on 
the map above (figure 38) for the development of new car parks if there is overwhelming evidence 
that they are needed and when and if funding becomes available. 

Community Plan: LCC will continue to lobby for improvements in public transport, including an 
electric shuttle bus. 
Community Plan: Following consultation, LCC to draw up detailed plans, seek pre-planning advice 
for the additional parking in the areas adjacent to Beechwood Road/Park Drive and Miles Hall, 
Llangattock. 
Community Plan: LCC will work with residents to develop a driveway-sharing scheme. 
Community Plan: LCC should explore sources of funding from PCC, grants and consider borrowing 
funded from the precept. 
LCC to press Powys housing to line the Clos Cillau car park to encourage the most efficient use of 
space, introduce EV charging points and create a direct entrance to the main road through the 
village. 
 

Car parking at the top of the Glebe 
Field. 

Drawings for information, 
not development plans 
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EV Charging Points 
 
The 2023 Bannau Brycheiniog Management Plan has a vision to reduce carbon emissions rising from 
travel within the National Park by 39% because of a shift away from petrol and diesel private 
vehicles to public transport, electric vehicles, and walking and cycling. 
 
In 2022, working with LCC and LGV, Western Power conducted an indicative survey of potential sites 
for public on-street EV charging points, including at the Church View Car Park, the Northern end of 
the allotment field, in Beechwood Road, Lime Trees avenue and above canal bridge 115. They 
discovered that there was only limited capacity which could be further reduced if residents installed 
residential chargers. 
 
There is a significant issue concerning residential chargers in Llangattock because many residential 
streets do not have off-street charging and on-street parking is unassigned and oversubscribed. In 
short, it will be impossible for many residents in the older parts of the village to park their vehicles 
adjacent to their homes to charge them without lengthy cable runs across footways. This would 
clearly be undesirable and unsafe.  
 
There is therefore an imperative to create EV charging facilities close to people’s homes when space 
and funding allows in order to incentivise residents to switch away from petrol and diesel vehicles.  
Priority in additional spaces created should be given to EV charging points and the spaces should be 
reserved for electric vehicles. 
 

 
Local energy generation:  
 
The Bannau Brycheiniog Management Plan calls for shifts in energy from fossil fuel to renewable 
products, focused on community and local heat and power networks. These would have applications 
for homes, businesses and EV transport as above. In consultation with the local councils, Llangattock 
Green Valleys is developing a scheme for the Crickhowell region to be powered by renewable energy 
using a variety of technologies for year-round generation, together with long- and short-term 
storage.  The infrastructure will be distributed among the communities and, as part of this larger 
scheme, LGV say there are potential sites in Llangattock which might prove suitable for solar 
generation and associated battery storage, namely the site by the Miles Hall and the site south of 
Beechwood, which may be suitable for affordable housing, could also include solar PV.  Larger scale 
projects may also fall within the Llangattock area, but outside the initial village boundaries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Place Plan: 50% of all additional parking spaces created in new developments and community 
facilities should have EV charging points, providing the power infrastructure will allow it. 
Where infrastructure does not allow, existing parking spaces e.g. in the LCC-owned Church 
View car park can be converted to EV providing other new parking provision has been made 
available nearby.  

Place Plan: There should be a presumption in favour of local energy generation subject to 
consultation, environmental and landscape impact assessments.  
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Conclusion: 
 
This Plan has been created after more than a year of consultations with Llangattock residents. They 
have told us that it is an attractive community, and they want to keep it that way. Careful, small-
scale developments, alterations and extensions should be allowed, particularly where they enable 
local families to continue to live in the area in a sustainable way. 
 
This Place Plan was authored by Cllr Tim Jones, with assistance from Cllrs Gail Jones, Helen Burns 
and Kate Inglis. Cllrs Richard Jones, Andy Stubbs, Sam Ady, Julian Rees, Gwyn Dobbs and Ann 
Williams assisted with community consultations and meetings. 
 
Special thanks go to residents Tom White, Eliane Wigzell, and Sara Milosovic for helping to analyse 
data for the report and to residents Rob Dickinson, Debbie Wales, Lucy Padfield and Ian Lawrence 
for examining past and future policies.  Also, Phil Harrison, Elizabeth Sibbery and the Crickhowell 
Archive Centre for historical research, Peter Blood and Simon Walter for advice on energy 
generation and efficiency. 
 
Tribute should be paid to Wally Elliot and other former Llangattock Councillors who authored the 
1996 design statement, which is included and updated in this document. 
 
Thanks also to Crickhowell High School for information, Helen Lucocq and Helen Roderick from 
Bannau Brycheiniog National Park Authority for their advice and the BBNPA Sustainable 
Development Fund for funding some of the ongoing costs. 
 
Most of all, thank you to our stakeholders and the people of Llangattock for contributing their time 
and ideas. 
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Appendix 1: Overview Map 
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