
LCC Statement to support a Declaration of Climate & Ecological Emergency 
 
Background: 

• Climate change is the greatest threat facing future generations. On 29th April 
2019 Welsh Government declared a climate emergency. This followed the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) latest report saying that 
we had 12 years to avoid climate breakdown. (now 10yrs, some people think 
8yrs?) 

• A week later the Intergovernmental Panel for Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services (IPBES) findings highlighted that nature is declining globally at 
unprecedented rates, the rate of species extinction is accelerating with a 
million species under threat, with grave impacts on people around the world. 

• IPCC panel special report on Global warming predicts severe impacts to 
health, home and environment, with the severe floods of Oct 2019, Feb 2020 
and again in Spring 2021 endangering Powys communities, clearly 
demonstrating that we are ill prepared for the challenges we face. 

• By declaring an emergency, councils are demonstrating their collective 
leadership and signifying the urgency which, as a publicly accountable body, 
they place on tackling climate change and decarbonising the economy as 
required by The Environment (Wales) Act 2016.  

• Wellbeing of Future Generations Act: although as a small Council we are not 
bound by this Act (only applies to Councils with income over £200K) we do 
still have a duty to adhere to its principles. The Act requires public bodies in 
Wales to think about the long-term impact of their decisions, to work better 
with people, communities and each other, and to prevent persistent problems 
such as poverty, health inequalities and climate change. 

• Polling shows 85% of Britons are now concerned about climate change, with 
the majority (52%) very concerned. (Ipsos Mori Aug 2019). As we represent 
around 1200 people in Llangattock, it may be correct to assume that over half 
of our residents may be concerned about climate change and we have a 
responsibility to play our part in the necessary changes that will be needed. 

 
 
Motion: 

1. Join with other councils across Wales in declaring a Climate and Ecological 
Emergency. 

2. Support the implementation of "Prosperity for All: A Low Carbon Wales" 
(March 2019) to make Powys County Council a net zero carbon local 
authority by 2030. 

3. Monitor the PCC Cross-party working group and the Powys-wide multi-
stakeholder group, through attendance of PACE meetings and other outside 
bodies as well as liaison with the Llangattock County Councillor.  

4. Support PCC in its aim of pressuring Welsh Government and UK 
Government to provide the necessary support and resources to enable 
effective carbon reductions and transition to a green Powys economy. 

5. LCC to commit to reducing the decline in biodiversity in its area and realise 
the importance of biodiversity conservation and enhancement for our 
community's health and wellbeing. (Under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
all public bodies in Wales are required to maintain and enhance biodiversity 



when carrying out their responsibilities and in doing so promote the resilience 
of ecosystems.) 

6. Work towards ensuring that sustainability is embedded in all that the Council 
undertakes and strengthen the village's resilience with respect to the impacts 
of anticipated climate changes and the risks this poses. 

Suggested tasks for a working group: 

1. Liaise with Renew Wales, Llangattock Church, Llangattock Green Valleys and 
the Woodland group to develop a Llangattock Climate Action Plan (utilising 
previous work that has already been done in the past). Consider as part of 
this plan, developing an understanding of the complete Llangattock 
Biodiversity Map. 

2. Use shared knowledge from other Councils and Community groups through 
networking within PACE and other outside bodies. 

3. Working group to seek a reliable method of calculating the average carbon 
footprint for the Village of Llangattock and promote best ways to reduce this 
through reduction, reuse and recycling wherever possible. Including transport 
use and holiday habits, enable behaviour change towards a sustainable 
lifestyle. 

4. LCC to develop an area of its website for the promotion of green initiatives 
and to encourage and assist the residents of the community to reduce their 
carbon footprints as much as possible.  

5. Engage the residents of Llangattock in new initiatives that work towards 
emissions reduction as well as projects that increase biodiversity. Consider 
and develop schemes such as Eco-church, bee-friendly, the roadside verges, 
the allotments, the Recreation ground and the planters. Also could link with 
the potential Active Travel Plan. 

6. Investigate whether LCC could work with CTC and the Five Councils area on 
larger projects to aid emissions reduction. Possibly using something like the 
"One Planet Living" framework, which has a great clear toolkit for community 
groups. 

7. Consider the fact that PCC states that by supporting the Local Electricity Bill 
they will remove the barriers to local energy supply and they want to support 
communities to find innovative ways to reduce their carbon footprint and 
invest in, and support their community facilities.  


