Llangattock Community Council
CYNGOR CYMUNED LLANGATWG
Below are the MINUTES of an Ordinary Meeting of Llangattock Community Council to be held at the
Community Hall on Tuesday 16th Feb 2021 at 7.00pm. This meeting was held online via Go to Meetings due
to current legislation and was open to the public via the link provided on the agenda.
Attendance: Cllr R Jones (Chair), Cllr J Rees, Cllr A Williams, Cllr T Jones, Cllr K Inglis, Cllr S Ady, Cllr G Jones, Cllr G
Dobbs, Cllr M Reynolds, Cllr H Burns
Kay Bailey – Clerk
2 members of the public by dial in
County Councillor – Jackie Charlton
Public Participation:
None
11/21

Apologies for absence

12/21

Members’ declarations of Cllr Tim Jones declared a personal interest in the play equipment interest
he had taken advice from the monitoring officer and been advised
that he can partake in the conversation and vote.
Minutes of the Ordinary meeting of the 19th Jan 2021 at 7 pm & matters arising from this meeting
Proposed by Cllr G Jones and seconded by Cllr J Rees that the minutes were an accurate and true
reflection. This motion passed unanimously.
Resolution: To accept the minutes are a true and accurate reflection.

13/21

None

Matters arising from January ordinary meetings.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Co-option forms sent to Electoral Services.
New forecast in Finance item, but website now in Welsh and English and up and running.
OTM work completed – invoice in finance.
Kissing gates work completed – invoice in finance.
Charities now donated to – received with thanks.
Tree quotation result and work commencing week beginning 22nd Feb 2021 (in newsletter)
Precept sent and received by Powys (no further questions at this stage).
Western Power substation update – Clerk
Banner for the glebe field gate and signs now ready.
Crown lifting for the trees along Park Drive – Cllr R Jones confirmed that this work had
been completed, with thanks to Cllr G Dobbs for assisting with the job and the other Cllrs
that attended.

Still to complete
•
•

CCTV – site visit requested from contractor.
Tree Inspection – site visit due in Jan 2021 by Cllrs, this has been moved from Jan to Feb
due to work loads.
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•

•

Noticeboard – installation – Richard Jones to update
Cllr R Jones confirmed he had spoken to the contractor; it is due to start Saturday morning. Still waiting for the path quote for the glebe field. The Clerk stated she had not received anything to date, Cllr Jones said he would chase.
Plaque to be situated in Memorial Garden & Oak

Matter arising:
8/12 Cllr A Williams requested that the Council make decisions that cross over committee at Full
Council, especially in relation to the 5–10-year plan and or grant bids. Cllr S Ady agreed and stated
that the current committee structure was experiencing a “learning curve”. Cllr R Jones requested
that the Councillors should communicate if they think anything needs fine tuning. Cllr T Jones
suggested that the delegated responsibilities be resent to everyone for information. Spending
outside of budget heading, anything above £5k and policy matter all remain with the full Council.
Clerk confirmed that the quotes for the play equipment will return to main Council. Clerk to resend
the information to all.
Cllr A Williams requested a more detailed update regarding:
Banners: The Clerk has requested Cllr T Jones or Cllr R Jones pick up the banners from the
contractor used. Cllr R Jones will speak with the Clerk to get the directions after the meeting.
Western Power Distribution: The Clerk is awaiting a quote from Western Power regarding the
paths.
CC J Charlton then requested if any Councillors who met with Western Power knew about a further
box at the entrance to Dan Y Pac, Councillors who met with Western Power regarding the
substation in the Glebe field did not. CC Charlton to talk to Western Power separately with regards
to this.
Cllr R Jones stated that the CCTV item was still under discussion with the contractor, with the last
conversation highlighting an issue with the height of the pole and visibility. Clerk/Chair to doublecheck if there is any way to overcome this issue.
Cllr A Williams highlighted the possibility of gathering quotes for the multiple paths required by
the Council with the potential of applying for the Powys access grant if this becomes available
again. Western Power cannot pay for the whole path in the glebe field and it is also fencing
required.

14/21

CC J Charlton was asked if she had any knowledge if this would be the case in the new budget round
by Cllr T Jones. CC Charlton asked for more information relating to the fund so that she could make
enquiries. Clerk to send the original email detailing the funding to the County Councillor to assist.
County Councillor’s Report (For information Only)

1. Education Transformation Programme is moving forward now. The next stage is
consultation for proposed school closures. Llanbedr is out for consultation as under
threat of closure. As a Church in Wales School this will impact on Llangattock Church in
Wales as students are entitled to be offered a place at another CinW school in the area.
There are some big question marks on this closure and parents have formed a strong
group to assess the implications.
Added to this – this month Powys have gone out to consultation regarding closures which
may affect Llanbedr. It may affect the intake at Llangattock, although this will not become
apparent until next year. A protest group has been formed.
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2. COVID feedback from High School & Llangattock CinWales Primary, preparing for staged
return.
3. Waste and recycling Survey – been circulated through Next-door and now have 41
responses. Have also sent to Llangattock Community Woodlands volunteers and Litter
Pickers volunteers. Results will be shared at the next CC meeting in March.
4. Flood engagement – ongoing with a new group set up by residents in Bridge Street.
Information available on my Newsletter. I will be meeting with the Cabinet Member for
Highways on 1st March to discuss the ongoing issues of highways support and concerns at
all the previous flood experiences of recent years. Will ask about road closure signs at all
points in Llangattock when Legar experiences flooding. Also get some feedback on what
implications for Llangattock when A40 closed and no access to Crickhowell or Brecon
where emergency covers comes from.
5. COVID vaccination programme been sending out regular updates on Next-door and
Facebook. Have volunteered at Builth Wells several times now and will be there on
Thursday. Vaccination programme will probably be ongoing till September.
6. Powys Teaching Local Health Board continue to send out regular updates on all COVID
issues. There is also a very active Facebook page which has some excellent feedback too.
As a Member of the Community Health Council I attend regular fortnightly meetings with
the Powys LHB and update where appropriate. Here is link for Facebook where all the
latest information is available (20+) Powys Teaching Health Board | Facebook.
7. A reminder that the Census will take place in March and will be rolled out in the next few
weeks.
8. Grit Bins were all filled as per request.
9. Help with funding Toilet Cleaning – Had a response from Ken Skates MS in response to
difficulties of funding the cleaning of the toilets. Sadly there are no avenues for extra
funding to keep the toilets clean on a daily basis during COVID.
10. Presentation about verges being planned for March
11. Powys County Council Budget and Council Tax – Meeting on 25 February for a decision.
Opposition groups are aiming to get alternative budget agreed and a reduction to 1.9% in
the Council Tax increase this year.
12. Dog Poo – A response to Cllr Gareth Ratcliffe of Hay On Wye was sent to Kay for
circulation. It is a problem everywhere and Members of the public can register a
complaint regarding dog fouling via the following link on the Council’s website:https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/4511/Report-dog-fouling. The council are obliged to
clean up the mess on footpaths but I am not sure if it applies to a footpath through a
field?
Cllr R Jones asked her with regards to the dog fouling, Cllr J Charlton stated that she thinks the
Community Council can prosecute, but also each person who sees the fouling to report via
the link to Powys.
15/21

Standing Committee (and their respective working parties) update
•

Planning and Environment Committee (Cllr R Jones) – next meeting 23rd Feb
Cllr R Jones stated that the committee had met, and that Cllr K Inglis had undertaken hard
work with the Emergency working group and he invited her to introduce the current
position. Cllr K Inglis presented her notes:
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1) There is quite a lot of work still in progress, but we have compiled a list of existing flood-affected residents. We are considering a flyer to other low-lying properties to see whether any
other residents need to be added.
2) We have identified the Emergency Rest Centre as St Catwg's Church, Ann Williams is already a
key-holder and Geoff Davies has kindly agreed to open the Church in the absence of Ann. We are
still awaiting confirmation of exactly what kit is to be supplied by Crickhowell Response.
The Cllr is aware that some of these will need to come to Council as motion if there are specific
action for them.
3) Sandbags are considered to be the home-owners responsibility. PCC will supply in exceptional
circumstances, when someone is considered vulnerable. As Flood wardens we plan to follow-up
with residents to discuss the Flood packs and ascertain if any help is needed in procuring and
handling sandbags.
4) Jackie Charlton is arranging meetings with representatives from Powys County Council concerning Emergency Communications and Land Drainage. Unfortunately, these have been delayed
by the Covid crisis and the Vaccination programme.
5) The Flood Warden Scheme is now part of the Crickhowell Volunteer Bureau and all Volunteers
will be required to register with them, at present they are trialling this and we are awaiting a
date for a further meeting. This registration with the Volunteer Bureau ensures that the proper
Insurance is in place and that GDPR rules are met. As the Legar gets cut-off from the rest of the
Village during a flood, we plan to re-advertise for additional Legar specific responders, at present
we only have one person signed-up.
6) We are seeking to obtain maps of the affected areas from PCC and are in the process of developing a record of water levels to help us to predict how and when they affect specific properties.
CC J Charlton added that she will feed back to the main meeting once she has attended the meetings.
Cllr R Jones thanks Cllr K Inglis for her work so far.
• Community Committee (Cllr T Jones) – next meeting TBC
Cllr T Jones the committee has been extremely busy. Covid shelters application has been sent and
letters have now been sent to the nearest residents. The second application is awaiting quotes, and
this should be available at the next main Council meeting due to its size.
Perk up the Park plan draft was shared via screen link, it is editable. Cllr T Jones reiterated that
public engagement would need to be involved when applying to the National Lottery to have a
reasonable chance at success.
Cllr H Burns has started a Community Group for the Christmas lights and a poster been produced
for this project. The Council may be able to assist with this project once this has been established,
potentially with grant funding.
Cllr H Burns spoke about her research so far, she is looking for Community involvement rather than
a “top down” Council led response. Support from the Council would look like permission to install
on Council property. The response from the Community in relation to the poster has been very
quick with one local business offering support.
Cllr T Jones will take those items forward via an agenda item if deemed appropriate. The website
now has pages of Welsh translation.
•

Finance Committee (Cllr S Ady) – next meeting March TBC
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The committee met on the 2nd of Feb and welcomed Cllr M Reynolds, so there are now chairs from
each committee on the Finance committee, which is good for overview. Two funding applications
were received from the Community Committee, the Covid Shelter application was agreed to go
through with amends with regards to the park and the gate. The play equipment application was
requested to delay awaiting the VAT to come back from the first application. She commended
everyone for their hard work and understood the disappointment on the second application.
OTM was the sub-contractor who won the contract to fell the trees in the Cemetery, start date 22nd
Feb.
Mr T Adam was the sub-contractor who won the contract for the clearance in the Cemetery.
Website annual fee was used for the Welsh translations from a request from the Community
Committee.
Central Services referral regrading an old budget heading for the Community Hall regarding a
discretionary grant be removed from the headings due to this not happening for the last few years
and for transparency in the process. The request is for all applications to come to the Council in the
normal way that any funding request would.
Next meeting to be confirmed depending on workload. Cllr S Ady then requested the Clerk go
through the forecast, as she had requested that this be updated due to the spending so far.
The Clerk shared the screen with the forecast. The Council noted the contents of the forecast.
Cllr S Ady asked if there were any questions from the full Council.
Cllr A Williams requested an update as she lost connection and Cllr Ady stated she would send
something to her.
The Clerk then presented the payments for this month:
VIRE £60.00 to the cemetery budget for extra work (Finance committee aware)
Kay Bailey
A Braithwaite
OTM
OTM
T Adams

DJM
DJM
Chris Prior
A Miles

Clerk Salary
Toilet Cleaning
Grass Cutting (2665)
Tree work
Ivy and rubbish
clearance (recreation
ground)
Website Completion
Welsh pages
Signs and Banners
Kissing Gate repairs

£720.38
£420.00
£202.50
£816.00
£180.00

£500.00
£59.00
£70.00
£380.00

Proposed by Cllr R Jones and Seconded by Cllr M Reynolds that these payments be made. The
Council unanimously approved these payments.
Resolved: For the Clerk to pay the above amounts.
Cllr S Ady then shared the draft document for the “Shaping our Community” document which has
been drawn together from the discussions held so far from the whole Council and the community
and represents the beginning of the work for a 5–10-year plan.
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This was produced using the Powys wellbeing plan and the committee felt was important that these
be considered. Just for information at the time and to send to all for an item in March (Clerk).
Cllr T Jones – using this already against the Perk up the Park plan and it is really useful. Cllr S Ady
stated this is a living, working document for all to agree.
CC Charlton stated this was a really useful and good document and should help when dealing with
funding applications and working with outside bodies.
Cllr G Jones – good document, will this be available on the website for the Community to see what
we are doing? Cllr S Ady agreed and this will be shared once all work on the plan had been pulled
together, the “Shaping the Community” document will sit above these plans and provide a wider
context to them.
Cllr R Jones stated that this document would be useful to hand out to residents also to allow them
to understand the work that is ongoing.
•

Central Services (Cllr M Reynolds) – next meeting 18th Feb

Cllr M Reynolds (Chair) met in January, the Chair thanked everyone for their enthusiasm on the
work that needs to be done regarding assets and policy. The meeting confirmed our terms of
reference and we formed a working group to look at the policies held by the Council, would like
to thank Sam and Kay who took this on. We have now set up a shared Google Drive where all the
policies will he held and the information relating to assets held, together with health and safety
and work maintence schedules. The next meeting will be held this Thursday to evaluate where we
started from and where we are now and will be able to give a more comprehensive report at the
next full meeting.
Risk assessment are being looked at by Richard to make sure we are covering everything correctly
and assets are being assessed to make sure we are doing everything correctly.
16/21

17/21

To rediscuss and adopt an enhanced communications and social media policy to set out what
sort of information will be made available to residents and when, how the Council will
communicate with residents and other stakeholders, and how unacceptable behaviour by
members of the public will be dealt with.
The policy was rediscussed, and Cllr T Jones proposed that the Council accept this policy, this was
seconded by Cllr M Reynolds.
The was accepted unanimously.
To discuss the correspondence received from the Crickhowell and District Civil Society regarding
a legal challenge.
The email was screen shared with the Council, it had already been emailed to all Councillors.
Cllr A Williams supported the request and Cllr T Jones explained what the request entailed and that
it was request for the 5 Councils to support a no win no fee case against the Welsh Governments
Trunks Agency in a case of no determination on the proposed development of the old Conservative
Club site and he is completely in support of this legal challenge given plans placed in front of the
Council already but on the assumption that there is no risk to the Council in going forward.
Cllr G Jones gave her opinion as to why she supported this request.
Cllr A Williams proposed, and Cllr M Reynolds seconded to offer support to this request. The
K Bailey 01873 598067, llangattockcc@gmail.com

Council voted unanimously to support the legal challenge if there is no risk to the Council in doing
so.

18/21

To discuss correspondence received regarding gritting in the Village.
The Clerk discussed the issue surrounding a resident query around gritting in the roads around Clos
Cilau and Plas Derwen. The CC J Charlton stated that a proper strategy for the roads is being looked
at and should be completed by next winter. The Council requested that the Clerk respond to the
resident.
Sign off Newsletter.
Updates will need to be done as of decisions made tonight, best to circulate it after that has been
done. Cllr T Jones ran through the proposed Newsletter to the Council and it is a fantastic amount
being achieved by the Council and it is great to see the Council at full compliment.
CC J Charlton stated that the RTO was almost unique, and it should be celebrated in the news as it
shows how Community Councils should work with their Local Authorities.

19/21

20/21

Cllr M Reynolds thanked Cllr T Jones on the newsletter and how well it is displayed.
Outside Bodies & Other groups update
Cllr A Williams attended the School Governors meeting and she updated the Council regarding their
updates on blended learning and their ongoing issues with the building.
Cllr R Jones reported on an email received regarding the hall AGM, which both he and Cllr G Dobbs
are happy to do. No date set as yet.
Date of next ordinary meeting to be 16th March 2021
Noted
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