
1055 
 

Signed by Chairman…………………………… 
 

 
Llangattock Community Council 

 
 
Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Community Hall on Tuesday 21st 
June at 7.00 pm.  
 
Public Participation.   Woodlands Group Presentation 
Present 

Cllr. R. Jones, Chairman, Cllr. Mrs. N. Stockham, Cllr Mrs. J Dobbs, Cllr R Thomas, 
Cllr A Fryer, Cllr J Charlton, Cllr Susan Jones, Cllr Kelly Holmes, Cllr G Dobbs 
 

In Attendance 
K Bailey (Clerk) 
Six members of the public 
 

Apologies for Absence.   
None 

 

 

902/16 Minutes From the meeting of the 19th June 2016 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Council Meeting and Finance Meeting held on 17th 
May 2016, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair, with the 
following amendments: 
 
p.1041 - Cllr JC – 868/16 – First names – change the names to show surnames Martin 
Watkins and Graham Powell 
p.1042 – Alan Morgan and MB benches – change to full name 
p.1044 – Cllr JC – planning typos – tell clerk afterward put in whole company name TM – 
Thomas Waste Management 
p.1049 – Cllr JC – paragraph regarding grant – make clearer 
p.1052 – Turnpike – not Turnpick 
p.1053 – Cllr RT – Gerald Kilbride was the originator of the slate query 

 

903/16 Matters arising  from the meeting of the 19th June 2016 

872/16 Report on the status of the toilet block 
The Clerk confirmed that this item has now been moved to the Recreation Ground 
Committee updates later in the agenda. 
 

901/16 Members’ declarations 
of interest     

Cllr Susan Jones – item 9 
Cllr Kelly Holmes –  item 9 
Cllr Nancy Stockham – item 9 
Cllr Gwyn Dobbs – item 9 
Cllr Andrew Fryer – interest in Woodland Group 
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RESOLVED: Noted. 

876/16 Update on Crickhowell Library status and future 
Clerk has informed Friends of Crickhowell Library of Cllr June Dobb’s intention to come to 
meetings on behalf of the Council. 
 
RESOLVED: Noted 

889/16 Insurance Cheque to be sent for three-year renewal 
Clerk confirmed that this had been sent 
 
RESOLVED: Noted 
 

890/16 Cemetery Burial Queries 
Further contact with an Eloise John regarding the request to place ashes in a burial plot, 
currently discussing with Ms John (and subsequently the Rev Williams) whether a 
“headstone can be placed on the 18ins by 18ins ashes plots. Clerk has taken pictures of 
current types of monuments used and will be contacting the Rev Williams again. The 
second query is now moving forward as the lady in question has sadly now passed away, 
the family are deciding if they wish to have a full burial or ashes. 
 
RESOLVED: Noted 

891/16 Queen Elizabeth II Medals presentation at Llangattock Church In Wales Primary 
School 
The school has offered the date of the 30th June at 1:30pm as it is presentation day and 
the Councillors can stay afterwards or the concert if they would like. 
 
RESOLVED: Noted 

895/16 Verge Query from a local resident 
The Clerk has responded after wording an email to Mr Smith (in correspondence), 
however the issue has somewhat resolved itself. 
 
RESOLVED: Noted 

896/16 Shine a Light Community Film 
The Clerk will be receiving the film via a memory stick – email in correspondence. 

898/16 HR Matter – Clerk’s contract and enquiry from internal auditor 
The Clerk’s contract has now been looked at by the HR committee who met on the 13th 
June, it has been signed and is held on the HR file. The issue surrounding the One Voice 
Wales and Auditor’s query regarding the cleaner has now been resolved and reported to 
the Auditor. 
 
RESOLVED: Noted 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 Jackie Charlton to look at the consultation regarding the Turnpike 

 Clerk booked JC and RJ on the Chair Training – report 

 Clerk responded to OTM that the Council would deal with moles 

 Clerk has not photographed the slate signs as yet  

 Co-option now on the agenda 

RESOLVED: Noted 

 

904/16 To receive a verbal recommendation from a member of the public 
concerning planning item 16/13567 (3 mins) 

The member of the public did not attend the meeting. 
 



1057 
 

Signed by Chairman…………………………… 
 

RESOLVED: Noted. 
 

905/16 To receive Planning Decisions from the BBNPA 

16/13399/FUL 4 Plas Derwen, Llangattock “Conversion of existing Garage to living 
accommodation” PERMISSION GRANTED 
 
Council requested full addresses and website address to be placed on agendas to help 
with accessibility to information. 
 
RESOLVED: Noted. Clerk to include addresses and website address on all subsequent 
agendas. 

 

906/16 To consider the following planning applications from the BBNPA 

a) 16/13577/FUL  
Council reviewed the correspondence received from Julia Hindley. Cllr Richard Jones 
bought up some inaccuracies on the objection, notably that the trees that have been 
removed were Ash and not Oak, one fell down but it wasn’t on their land, made access 
better in his opinion. Water issue – a well was put in, Cllr Susan Jones noted that historically, 
25 years ago, they used the pump to pump up the water. The water comes from the well to 
the “riding school” and it used to run down to the barn. Cllr Andrew Fryer stated that the 
issues raised are potentially a private dispute between land owners and the water issue 
isn’t something the council can comment on.  
The council went on to discuss if the development is beyond the boundary of the village, 
effectively pushing development outwards, they noted that the boat yard has pushed the 
development outwards. Cllrs Fryer & Jones both liked the principle of pods, small 
development, removable in winter (so not permanent) and thought that permission should 
be given in principle, but wanted to note that the design for the pods was not of the highest 
quality and do we want to allow development out in this area. 
Cllr Susan Jones said that historically the land has been used for similar purposes and 
could see no difference to when the gypsy camp was there and therefore cannot raise an 
objection. It was also noted that the Scouts used to use the land. 
Cllr Jackie Charlton also stated that there are better pods on the market and that it is 
creeping development and wondered where should we stop? At the boatyard? We’re 
establishing a principle of a development so how long before a dwelling? She also noted 
that someone had cut the top off the tap. She would rather they should be walkers/cyclists 
rather than car users using that area and also wondered why take them down? She raised 
concerns about the tram road down to the bottom, a right of way and felt the council needed 
to comment that the right of way needs more accessibility. There were statements regarding 
the foot path. Cllr Charlton informed the Council that she has gone to Sam Warden to some 
information regarding the footpath already as the gate has been locked? 
Cllr Richard Thomas also had concerns regarding this as well, effectively changing the use, 
stretching the village.  
Council recommendation:  

b) 16/13576/FUL  
History AF contentious original application, personal permission was given – could not sell 
with it. 3 years applied to office planning permission, changed it to permanent. Undermining 
the original permission and then it was a holiday cottage (which has been on market as an 
office). Barn is not changed. Issues have been about Powys Highways, housing would be 
potentially less traffic. He would have been charged if the change had happened now. RT 
– what would have been objections (highways) but it went through. Highways objected to 
access to hairpin bend.  
Council recommendation: no comment 
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c) 16/13567/FUL 
Cllr AF – the plot can take it, it’s big enough. Cllr JC – changed the character of the house? 
Thoughts? It’s not listed. Cllr RT – you would like to see a design statement please? 
Raise a concern and copy JC and RT in to the email. it will change the character from 1930s 
property. Cllr NS – The Rectory Cottage is now totally out of character. 
Council recommendation: For the Clerk to respond requesting design statement for the 
changes. 

d) 16/13547/LBC 
no comment (Cllr AF – discharge of PRISK?) 

e) 16/13640/FUL 
no comment 

f) 16/13620/FUL 
no comment 

g) 16/13645/FUL  
no comment 
 
RESOLVED: All noted and Clerk to respond to 16/13567/FUL 

 

907/16 To discuss the two applications from members of the public to be Co-opted 
on to the Council. 

Cllr R Thomas requested clarification of the process, specifically why were elections held 
for some vacancies but not for others. The clerk explained that when vacancies arise there 
is a set period of time to for members of the public to respond to trigger an election. If this 
does not happen within that period then the vacancies come under the co-option ruling, 
where any number of people can apply and it is discussed and voted for in Council. 
Cllr Fryer proposed the vote be held by ballot on paper or show of hands. 
The Chair asked the members of the Community present their preference.  
The Council vote was split, so the Chair decided the ballot would be conducted by paper. 
The Council discussed the candidates, they were aware that Nic Shugar has been on the 
council before and is always wanting to stand, Cllr K Holmes was impressed by his 
portfolio/CV. 
Cllr Thomas enquired if the vote could be undertaken at a later date and the candidates 
invited to come and talk to the Council. The Chair informed the Council that the monitoring 
officer, Wyn Richards, suggested that the process was to discuss what was given to us by 
the candidates.  
Cllr Fryer noted that the co-option seems odd but is a valid one. 
Cllr Charlton suggested that Council could always change their Standing Orders in relation 
to Co-option if they wanted to.  
 
RESOLVED: That Nic Shugar will be invited to be co-opted on to the Council with 8 votes 
for Nic Shugar and 1 vote for Ann Williams 
 

 

908/16 To discuss the correspondence received from a member of the public 
regarding the Plas Derwen Roundabout Resurfacing 

The Chair read out the email received to the Council and then invited Cllr S Jones to 
comment on the history of the roundabout. Cllr Jones recalled that her mother had a nasty 
fall and she, as a resident, called Powys CC regarding the state of the tarmac. She had 
threatened to take them to court if they didn’t come down and look at the tarmac, which 
prompted them to visit. Powys CC stated that they would do the roundabout as a priority. 
At the time of the meeting Cllr S Jones has taken the inspection down the road to look at 



1059 
 

Signed by Chairman…………………………… 
 

the pavements. Cllr S Jones also recalled that the residents who attended the tenants 
meeting had referred the matter to County Councillor Jeff Holmes.  
Cllr A Fryer raised a point that he thought that Cllr S Jones’ information could be more than 
just a declaration of interest, it could be prejudicial and therefore she cannot speak on the 
matter The Chair stated that his understanding that they could speak as it was personal 
history but not could not vote on any motions arising from the discussion. 
The Chair requested that the Council disregard Cllr S Jones’ comments given the potential 
for conflicting interest. He informed Council that he had been present at the meeting when 
the County Councillor and Allun Jones had attended the site and had requested that they 
consider the drain further down the Road due to an issue with sheet ice. Allun Jones had 
stated that the £12k cost involved the roundabout and at the traffic lights. 
Mr Butterfield stated that this information is not available on the form held by Powys County 
Council. 
Cllr Charlton stated the query to the Council raised an issue as to who do we go to, and 
how are we as a community are supposed to go about this right way so that it’s not just the 
most voices that “take” the budget.  
The Chair stated that this question could be dealt with fairly quickly as we’re not in charge 
of road surfacing but the Community Council should know how to talk to the County Council 
regarding the roads. 
 
NS – two years ago at a public meeting JH and they requested then regarding the 
roundabout and the yellow lines traffic that goes round due to the school it’s a lot of traffic. 
It’s been in the pipeline for many years. RT – it’s not about if it needs decision it’s about 
HOW PCC made the decision. AF a road design by the CC was the worst way of going 
about it as they can do it wrong. 
 
RESOLVED: For the Clerk to write to Powys County Council and inform them of the 

question being raised and request to know how they make the decisions regarding road 

maintenance. 

 

909/16 To reply to the correspondence received from a member of the public 
regarding May agenda item 17. Clerk’s report regarding HR 
Committee/Contract & staff contracts 

Cllr J Charlton stated that Council did make a mistake with regards to the process of 
requesting the public to leave the meeting and that they did not handle it very well. This was 
probably due to the fact that the Council didn’t have full understanding of what the item to 
be discussed was. It was of a HR matter and an issue raised by the internal auditor that has 
been answered under matters arising. 
The Chair stated that the Council had made an error of judgement and that they value all 
input from the Community regarding their performance and would like to offer our apologies. 
 
RESOLVED: Noted. 

910/16 To receive the decision of the Council’s request to remove the two Silver 

Birch trees from the Recreation Ground next to the Toilets. 

The Council confirmed they had received approval to cut down the tree nearest the 
boundary wall Cllr R Jones suggested that a price for removal is requested as soon as 
possible from OTM Landscape Management and J Bird. 
 
Mr Thomas Sexton requested to speak to the Council. The Chair accepted his request. 
He spoke about how the catkins from the tree get on your washing and how his mother in 
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law has dementia and cannot go outside because of the tree. Thomas was told by BNPPA 
that the second tree can’t come down due to no survey on the toilet sewage being 
completed by the Council and would like the Council to consider a survey to assist with 
the second tree’s removal. Cllr R Jones requested to visit Mr Sexton to review where his 
sewage is on his property and Mr Sexton stated that would not be a problem. 
 
RESOLVED: The Council will obtain quotes for the removal of the first tree and Cllr R 
Jones will visit Mr Sexton’s property with a view to engaging a consultant for a sewage 
report. 
 
Nic Shugar bought up the monkey tree in the recreation ground overhanging his garden. 
He also stated that the monkey puzzle tree dropped pods in to the garden where his 
children played and that the tree was creaking. 

 

911/16 To discuss the issue of Rats in the school compost bin. 

Cllr Susan Jones stated that the issue being raised is with the compost behind Cllr G 
Dobb’s property and her own, she has written already a letter from the school that hasn’t 
resolved the issue. Cllr S Jones’ concern is that the children will be subjected to infection. 
Cllr G Dobbs confirmed that he had seen rats in the vicinity.  
Cllr J Charlton requested to know what sort of bins were being used. Cllr R Jones 
confirmed that they were compost bins, some with the lids on and some with the lids off, 
plus there is a shed which is not on solid ground and that can encourage the rat 
population. He wondered if it were possible to move the bins away from the hedge. Cllr 
Fryer suggested that this issue was a problem for the School Governors and was not sure 
how the Community Council could assist as we personally don’t have any powers to 
control vermin on property we do not own, only the school can request pest control. Cllr R 
Jones suggest that the Community Council could write to the school and request that they 
look at the situation. Cllr Jackie Charlton suggested that compost bins don’t usually have 
rats so a starting point would be to check what they are using them for, Cllr S Jones 
stated that she had observed food in the bins. Cllr K Holmes stated that there is 
Governors meeting tomorrow night and it could be bought up then if the Council wished it 
as she is the representative. Cllr A Fryer proposed that the matter be bought before the 
Governors. 
 
RESOLVED: For Kelly Holmes to raise the issue with the Governors meeting on the 20th 
June 2016 and report back to Council. 
 
Mr Chris Jones requested to address the Council, and the Chair accepted. He stated that 
he has an issue with the placement of the bins and how they are looked after. He can no 
longer get to the back of the hedge easily and there are children playing near the hedge 
harassing his dog. Cllr Fryer addressed Mr Jones and explained that these issues were a 
neighbourly dispute and as such the Community Council do not have any power to ask 
the School to respond or change anything. Mr Jones also stated that the grass cutting 
mower is causing stones to go through his hedge and he also has an issue with the silver 
birch tree.   

 

912/16 To receive a report from the Finance Committee. 

Cllr R Jones stated that the name of the original contractor has now been acquired and it 
has been suggested that the Council seek redress through the small claims court, but to 
go ahead with the fix required to stop the leak reported to the Council by Welsh Water on 
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the 31st May 2016. The Chair (Richard Jones) met with Nevil Pritchard on the 17th June 
2016 at 11:15am to inspect the tap and to switch off the supply. The inspector for Welsh 
Water also took a look at the toilets whilst he was in the Village as the Council had 
received a large bill in June. The inspector suggested that the toilets require a **** to help 
with excess water being used. 
 
RESOLVED: For the Council to fix the leak in the Cemetery as soon as possible, for Cllr 
Richard Jones to word a schedule of works needed and acquire quotes. To review the 
quotes at the next full meeting and approve a contractor. For the Council to consult with 
One Voice Wales on the process of applying to the small claims court for redress on the 
works completed in 2015. 

 

913/16 To receive a report from the Recreation Ground Committee. 

Cllr R Thomas reported back on the questionnaires being produced in the next couple of 
weeks and would like to propose that the questionnaire go for printing. The Committee has 
also gathered the information needed regarding the Data Protection requirements and the 
Council will need to approve a £35.00 fee for registering with the Information 
Commissionaires. The questionnaires also have prizes so both of these items need 
approval from the Council. 
 
RESOLVED: Cllr R Thomas proposed the above items are approved and Cllr R Jones 
seconded. The Council voted unanimously to agree the payments. 
 

 

914/16 To receive a report from Cllrs that attended the BBNA Beechwood 
Meeting on the 7th June 2016. 

Cllr Jackie Charlton reported back on the meeting held on the 7th July, she informed the 
council that she had bought information with her if anyone wanted to see. Overall the 
County Council wants to engage the Community as much as possible. One of the 
outcomes from the meeting was the creation of Looking a “Friends of the Beechwood” but 
having groups coming together for a steering group including the Council and make it 
place that links in and is more used. She stated that she thought Sam Ridge’s proposals 
looked brilliant. Cllr J Charlton asked if as a Council we support this idea?  
Cllr N Stockham stated that 2 years ago Sam Ridge had organised a working group for 
the Beechwood and then they never heard anything more about it. Cllr S Jones stated 
that at the meeting Sam Ridge had commented that he had not had any response from 
the Clerk at the time so had not pursued it. 
 
RESOLVED: For the Clerk to contact Sam Ridge regarding the previous working group 
and to also state that the Council is very happy to support a Friends of Beechwood group 
and any other working group that is formed.  
 

 

915/16 To discuss the absence of a Council Logo and decide if there should be 
one commissioned? 

Cllr R Thomas stated that he was struck that there was no logo/brand for the Council and 
it might useful regarding a simple logo/letterhead or identity for the emails/website/leaflets. 
Mr M Butterfield recalled there being a logo on the newsletter produced by the Council in 
2013. The Clerk checked the laptop for a copy of the newsletter and a logo was found! 
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RESOLVED: The Clerk will attempt to retrieve the logo and duplicate it for the new 
website, headed paper and agenda/minutes. 

 

 

917/16 To discuss the success of the Coffee Morning of the 4th June and to 
decide on how often to hold these meetings if they are deemed to be 
useful. 

Cllr N Stockham suggested that a number of people would not have attended if it had not 
been for the medals. Cllr Jackie Charlton stated that the theme was very useful and if the 
Council were to engage in this then they should look for a theme each time.  
Cllr R Jones wondered how often we should hold the meetings and when would the 
Council like the next one? 
RESOLVED: For the Council to continue with the meetings every 3-4 months with the 
next morning to be arranged for September  

 

918/16 To discuss the access through the school footpath out of school hours. 

AF – regulations regarding school ground access is that everything will need to be sealed 
up. There were police involved as public had cut the locks to walk their dogs, so 
unfortunately it’s a non-starter. 

 

919/16 Correspondence 

1. (E-mail) One Voice “Invitation from the Future Generations Commissionaire for Wales” - 
16th May 2016  

2. (E-mail) One Voice “Wales Larger Councils Conference, 6th July” – 18th May 2016 
3. (E-mail) One Voice “Future Generations Growers Conference 8th – 9th July” – 18th May 

2016 
4. (E-mail) Old Railway Line Garden Centre “Cultivation Street and Local Doorstep 

Challenge” – 20th May 2016 
5. (E-mail) Planning Aid Wales “PAW, Planning Training, Welshpool 17th July 2016” – 20th 

May 2016 
6. (E-mail) One Voice “2016-2018 National Pay Agreement” 23th May 2016 
7. (E-mail) One Voice “Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales” 23rd May 2016 
8. (E-mail) One Voice “Training Overviews” – 24th May 2016 
9. (E-mail) LGV “Newsletter” – 24th May 2016  
10. (E-mail) Powys Council – “Planning Decision Notice Notifications” 01st June 2016 
11. (Email) Joe Aldworth – “Campaign Group and Governor Consultation Responses” – 01st 

June 2016 
12. (E-mail) Powys “Library Service Public Consultation Drop in 14th June” 01st June 2016 
13. (E-mail) One Voice – “Heritage Lottery Fund Committee for Wales” - New members 01st 

June 2016 
14. (E-mail) Mr M Smith – “Verges and Planning” – 04th June 2016 

916/16 To receive the Audit documentation for the year ending 31st March 2016 
 

RESOLVED: For the Clerk to email out the internal audit documents for approval before 
the end of the month and for the Chair to distribute the report in hardcopy to those who don’t 
have email access. 
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15. (E-mail) Margaret Mchinnick – “Shine a light” – 07th June 2016 
16. (E-mail) Powys – “Reception to be held at the Royal Welsh Agricultural Show 2016” – 07th 

June 2016 
17. (E-mail) – Crickhowell Town Council – “Turnpike” – 09th June 2016 
18. (E-mail) One Voice – “Community Energy Wales” – 10th June 2016 
19. (E-mail) One Voice – “The Council Meeting – Training 07th July” – 10th June 2016 
20. (E-mail) One Voice – “Powys War Memorial Project” – 15th June 2016 
21. (E-mail) One Voice – “Annual Report 2015-2016” – 15th June 2016 
22. (E-mail) One Voice – “National Assets Working Group” 17th June 2016 
23. (E-mail) Linda Thomas – “Hedge” – 18th June 2016  

 

 

920/16 Finance payments and receipts report 

The Council approved the following payments and receipts: 

Accounts Invoices     

Payee  Amount  Notes 

Kay Bailey-Jones  £     548.18   Clerk 

HMRC  £        99.80  REDO CHEQUE AS INCORRECT NAME 

Mr A Braithwaite  £     180.00   Cleaner 

Rubicon Play Ltd  £  2,485.20   Play equipment Fix 

Printer Inks  £     187.94   Office Supplies 

Webbs  £        13.23  Toilet blockage 

Insurance  £     961.15   Insurance 

Crickhowell Home Improvements  £        60.00  Toilet blockage 

JA Ralph  £     360.00  Cemetery Waste Bin Clearance 

One Voice Training  £        70.00  Chairman Training 

Medals  £     486.60   Community Event 

Previous Clerk Hours  £     150.48    

OTM  £     231.00  Grass cutting 

Welsh Water  £     350.41   Toilets 

      

Total  £  6,183.99    

   

   

Account Income     

   £     160.00  Burial ashes 

   £     680.00  Burial  

      

   £     840.00    

 

Chair closed the meeting at 10.36pm 

 


